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2005 INITIATIVES 
Administration
• Secure adoption of new five-year Strategic Plan
• Initiate campaign to publicize and apply products to regional priorities
• Raise the profile and impact of the Commission among regional leader-
 ship, elected officials and broader constituency
• Advance efforts for a co-location facility to house the Commission and 
 partner agencies
• Develop Operations Manual to guide day-to-day activities
• Secure large-scale, multiyear funding commitments for member priorities
• Sponsor 50th anniversary celebration to celebrate the past and prepare for 
 the future

Resource Management
• Support Annex 2001 implementation by compiling and distributing water 
 withdrawal information from the Great Lakes Regional Water Use Database
• Launch an aggressive campaign to inform elected officials and the general 
 public about the importance of soil erosion control and sediment reduction
• Promote an ambitious research and policy agenda based upon recommen-
 dations from 2004 workshops addressing sediment reduction and pollution 
 sources from a variety of land uses 
• Develop new decision support tools for use in watershed planning, coastal 
 zone management and other water resource issues
• Develop a briefing paper and economic review of the off-site costs of ero-
 sion on a basinwide level and benefits of control measures

Environmental Quality
• Facilitate a multilevel effort to use the Great Lakes Monitoring Inventory 
 and Gap Analysis recommendations to better coordinate monitoring in the 
 Great Lakes basin
• Assist in developing a habitat classification map for the Lake Erie basin
• Collaborate with the U.S. EPA, Great Lakes National Program Office in 
 updating Area of Concern (AOC) web pages and producing a status report 
 on restoration efforts in the U.S. AOCs
• Assist in the expansion and coordination of biological monitoring in Great 
 Lakes AOCs
• Complete an implementation plan to launch a comprehensive monitoring 
 program for Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands

Regional Coordination
• Advocate for legislative and appropriations priorities in the Great Lakes 
 Program to Ensure Environmental and Economic Prosperity, including reauthori-
 zation of the Water Resources Development Act and passage of the Na-
 tional Aquatic Invasive Species Act
• Conduct the third Great Lakes Congressional Tour, Odyssey III, providing 
 key congressional and Canadian parliamentary staff with a hands-on educa-
 tion on Great Lakes issues

• Work with the Council of Great Lakes Governors and member states to 
 harmonize regional messages presented to Congress and the administration
• Work with member states’ Washington offices to strengthen the Commis-
 sion presence on Capitol Hill
• Co-host the annual Great Lakes Day in Washington event, bringing together 
 members of Congress, key aides, senior officials and regional leaders to 
 address Great Lakes issues
 

Transportation and Sustainable Development
• Explore Great Lakes opportunities for Portfields, a NOAA-led federal ini-
 tiative to redevelop coastal brownfields and revitalize waterfronts
• Host and provide coordination services for the newly established NOAA 
 Great Lakes Service Center, including new staff to address maritime, coast-
 al and watershed management issues
• Release second phase of recreational boating study, including new tools for 
 calculating and illustrating economic impacts
• Document the advantages of marine transportation through studies of fuel 
 efficiency, pollutant emissions and safety
• Support the efforts of the states and Great Lakes marine transportation 
 industry toward a much-needed expansion of the Soo Locks

Communications and Internet Technology
• Develop a comprehensive Communications Strategy to guide internal and 
 external public relations and advocacy functions
• Establish a Regional Information Exchange Task Force to promote collabo-
 ration and standards
• Design an interoperable, integrated data demonstration portal for the Great 
 Lakes Observing System
• Establish a web conferencing support facility for the Commission 
• Formalize the Great Lakes Information Network (GLIN) governance 
 structure
• Coordinate web mapping applications into a common GLIN interface

Data and Information Management
• Expand the Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River Study (LOSLRS) web map-
 ping tool to the other Great Lakes and interconnecting waterways
• Formalize the Great Lakes Observing System governance structure
• Coordinate data exchange agreements between the Commission and the 
 Ontario Geospatial Data Exchange, New York State GIS Clearinghouse and 
 others 
• Enhance the Centralized Air Repository OnLine (CAROL) web portal to 
 link environmental and societal data sets
• Coordinate activities of the Great Lakes states and provinces to initiate a 
 new inventory of regional air emissions data
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2004 Commissioners and Alternates

Observers

Delegation chairs are in bold.

Illinois
   Lt. Gov. Patrick Quinn

Rita Athas, Office of the Mayor, City of Chicago
Joel Brunsvold, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources

 Renee Cipriano, Illinois EPA
   Jack Lavin, Dept. of Commerce and Economic
 Opportunity
   
Alternates
   Gary Clark, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources
 Dan Injerd, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources

Indiana
  John Goss, Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources
  Lori Kaplan, Indiana Dept. of Environmental
 Management
  Peter McCarthy, Indiana’s Intl. Port/Burns Harbor at
 Portage (retired)
  Ray Sierra, Intl. Longshoremen’s Assoc.   

Alternate
  Stephen Lucas, Natural Resources Commission

Michigan
  Ken DeBeaussaert, Michigan Dept. of
 Environmental Quality
 Hon. Patricia Birkholz, State Senator
  Lt. Gov. John Cherry, Jr.
  Hon. Mike Cox, Attorney General
 Curtis Hertel, Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority 

Alternate
  Michael Leffler, Asst. Attorney General

Minnesota
  Hon. Thomas Huntley, State Representative
  Hon. Cal Larson, State Senator
  Hon. Peter Nelson, State Representative
  Ed Oliver, Gov. Appointee
  Hon. Ann Rest, State Senator

Alternates
  Henry Hanka, National Scenic Byways Resource Center
  Hon. Sheila Kiscaden, State Senator

New York
  Erin Crotty, New York State Dept. of
 Environmental Conservation
  Tom McAuslan, Port of Oswego Authority
  John Francis O’Mara, Gov. Appointee

Alternates
  Gerald Mikol, New York State Dept. of Environmental
 Conservation
  Donald Zelazny, New York State Dept. of Environmental
 Conservation

Ohio
  Samuel Speck, Ohio Dept. of Natural
 Resources
 Hon. Robert Gardner, State Senator
  Christopher Jones, Ohio Environmental Protection
 Agency
 Hon. Chris Redfern, State Representative

James Weakley, Lake Carriers’ Assoc.
  
Alternates
  John Baker, Intl. Longshoremen’s Assoc.

 Michele Hoffer, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources
 Ed Hammett, Ohio Lake Erie Office

Ontario
  William Carr, Ministry of Economic 

Development and Trade
  David de Launay, Ministry of Natural Resources
  Elizabeth Janz, Ministry of the Environment
  Jim Whitestone, Ministry of Transportation

Alternates
  Paula Thompson, Ministry of Natural Resources
  Bill Raney, Ministry of Transportation

Pennsylvania
  Cathleen Curran Myers (Chair), Pennsylvania
 Dept. of Environmental Protection
  Sandy Smith, Erie Sand Steamship Co.

Alternates
  John Booser, Office for River Basin Cooperation
  Lori Boughton, Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental 

Protection
 John Hines, Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental
 Protection

Québec
  Michel Lafleur (Chair), Government of Québec
 Marcel Gaucher,  Ministry of the Environment 
  André Meloche, Ministry of  Transportation

Alternates
  Louise Lapierre, Ministry of the Environment
  Chantal Ouellet, Ministry of  Transportation

Wisconsin
  Todd Ambs, (Chair), Wisconsin Dept. of Natural
 Resources
  Hon. Dave Hansen, State Senator
 Hon. Fred Schnook, Mayor of Ashland

Anders Andren, University of Wisconsin Sea Grant 
Stephen Brandt, Great Lakes Environmental Research
Laboratory, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) 
Kevin Brown, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
Leon Carl, Great Lakes Science Center, U.S. Geological 
Survey
Charles Ehler, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management, NOAA 

Christopher Goddard, Great Lakes Fishery Commission
Gary Gulezian, Great Lakes National Program Office, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Scott Hoese, Great Lakes Committee, National Assoc. of 
Conservation Districts
Gerry Jackson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Albert Jacquez, St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp.
Gail Krantzberg, International Joint Commission
Tony MacDonald, Coastal States Organization

Jan Miller, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
David Naftzger, Council of Great Lakes Governors
Jim Nicholas, U.S. Geological Survey
Radm. Robert Papp Jr., Ninth Coast Guard District
Mike Ripley, Chippewa Ottawa Resource Authority
Sheila Tooze, Canadian Embassy
Gary Vequist, National Park Service
Patrick Wilkey, U.S. Dept. of Energy
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OUR STAFF 
President/CEO
Michael J. Donahue, Ph.D.

Program Managers
Resource Management: Tom Crane

Environmental Quality: Matt Doss

Data and Information Management: Roger Gauthier

Regional Coordination: Jon MacDonagh-Dumler, Ph.D.

Communications and Internet Technology: 
Christine Manninen 

Transportation and Sustainable Development:
Dave Knight, Victoria Pebbles (Associate) 

Project Managers
Stuart Eddy, Kathe Glassner-Shwayder, Ric Lawson, 
Gary Overmier, Tom Rayburn, Kevin Yam

Program Specialists
Laura Blackburn, Hugh Brennan, Jon Dettling, Karl Geil, 
Shannon Glutting, Chris Guenther, Kirk Haverkamp, 
John Hummer, Elizabeth Johnson, Laura Kaminski, 
Becky Lameka, Mike Schneider, Anne Sturm, Kevin Walters, 
Marcia Woodburn, Hao Zhuang

Director of Research, Emeritus
Albert G. Ballert, Ph.D.

Administration
Pat Gable, Ron Hasselbring, Marilyn Ratliff, Rita Straith

Great Lakes Commission - Sea Grant Fellow
Ted Lawrence 

Research Associates
Suzan Campbell, Devra Polack

Row 1 (front, left to right): Tom Crane, Ron 
Hasselbring, Kirk Haverkamp, Jon Dettling, Jon 
MacDonagh-Dumler, Mike Donahue, Dave Knight, 
Roger Gauthier, Elizabeth Johnson, Ric Lawson 
Al Ballert  •  Row 2: John Hummer, Anne Sturm, 
Matt Doss, Devra Polack, Victoria Pebbles, Becky 
Lameka, Laura Kaminski, Christine Manninen, 
Shannon Glutting  •  Row 3: Gary Overmier, Mike 
Schneider, Ted Lawrence, Hugh Brennan, Kevin 
Yam, Hao Zhuang, Kathe Glassner-Shwayder, Pat 
Gable, Suzanne Campbell  •  Not Pictured: Laura 
Blackburn, Stuart Eddy, Karl Geil, Chris Guenther, 
Marilyn Ratliff, Tom Rayburn, Rita Straith, Kevin 
Walters, Marcia Woodburn

Steve Thorp, long-
time manager of 
the Commission’s 
Transportation and 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Program, retired 
in 2004 after 22 years 
of outstanding service 
to the Commission.

Outstanding Service
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FUNDERS AND ENDOWMENT 

American Great Lakes Ports Association
Canadian Shipowners Association
Chamber of Maritime Commerce
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Council of Great Lakes Industries
Great Lakes Fishery Commission
Great Lakes Protection Fund
Great Lakes Radio Consortium
Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council
International Association for Great Lakes Research
International Joint Commission
The Joyce Foundation
Lake Carriers’ Association 
Limno-Tech, Inc.
Macomb County, Michigan
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Michigan Great Lakes Protection Fund
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 (NOAA), Center for Operational Oceanographic 
 Products and Services
NOAA, Coastal Services Center
NOAA, Michigan Sea Grant College Program
NOAA, National Ocean Service/National Marine 
 Fisheries Service
NOAA, National Sea Grant College Program
NOAA, Wisconsin Sea Grant College Program

Friends of the Great Lakes
It’s always a great time to become a Friend of the Great Lakes! Your tax-deductible contribution to the Great Lakes 
Endowment will help the Great Lakes Commission “Restore the Greatness!” The Commission will match your gift 
dollar-for-dollar, and direct the entire amount to programs that result in a cleaner environment, a prosperous economy 
and a better quality of life. Visit www.friendsofthegreatlakes.org now to view a list of donors to date and to make 
your own contribution online! It only takes a minute and you’ll receive a complimentary certificate and decal (for auto 
or boat) to acknowledge your gift.

Endowment Web Site:
www.friendsofthegreatlakes.org

Oakland County, Michigan
Project AWARE Foundation
St. Clair County, Michigan
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation
St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
State of Illinois
State of Indiana
State of Michigan
State of Minnesota
State of New York
State of Ohio
State of Wisconsin
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Forest Service 
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), Great 
 Lakes National Program Office
USEPA, Office of Brownfields Cleanup and 
 Redevelopment
USEPA, Office of International Activities
USEPA Region 5
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. National Park Service
University of Michigan
Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation

2004 Program and Project Funders
The great majority of Commission programs and projects are pursued in partnership with other agencies and organiza-
tions, and benefit from funding support. A listing of 2004 funders is provided below. Thanks to all for their assistance!

Donors List:
www.friendsofthegreatlakes.org/donors.html



our vision

our mission

A Great Lakes-St. Lawrence system that offers a prosperous 
economy, a healthy environment and a high quality of life for its 
citizens by applying sustainable development principles in the 
use, management and protection of water, land and other natural 
resources.

The Great Lakes Commission is a binational public agency 
dedicated to the use, management and protection of the 
water, land and other natural resources of the Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence system. In partnership with the eight Great Lakes 
states and provinces of Ontario and Québec, the Commission 
applies sustainable development principles in addressing issues of 
resource management, environmental protection, transportation 
and sustainable development. The Commission provides accurate 
and objective information on public policy issues; an effective 
forum for developing and coordinating public policy; and a 
unified, systemwide voice to advocate member interests.

2004 ANNUAL REPORT
Eisenhower Corporate Park
2805 S. Industrial Hwy., Suite 100
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-6791
Phone: (734) 971-9135
Fax: (734) 971-9150

www.glc.org
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Great Lakes
Commission
des Grands Lacs


