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WisconsinWisconsin’’s Comprehensive Planning s Comprehensive Planning 
LawLaw

• Commonly referred to as Wisconsin's "Smart 
Growth" legislation. 

• Passed as part of the 1999-2001 Wisconsin 
biennial budget.

• Identified in state statute (s. 66.1001 ).

• January 1, 2010 compliance requirement.



2010 Comprehensive Planning 2010 Comprehensive Planning 
RequirementRequirement

By Jan. 1, 2010, any local governmental unit 
must have a comprehensive plan if:

• zoning
• official mapping 
• land division regulations 



WhatWhat’’s a Comprehensive Plan?s a Comprehensive Plan?

Defined in s. 66.1001 a comprehensive plan as containing 9 
elements:

• Issues and opportunities 

• Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources

• Housing 

• Economic Development

• Transportation 

• Intergovernmental Cooperation

• Utilities and Community Facilities 

• Land Use

• Implementation.



WhatWhat’’s a Comprehensive Plan?s a Comprehensive Plan?

Plans allow communities decide where growth 
occurs, how to protect natural resources, and 
where public infrastructure. 

• Model ordinances for traditional neighborhood 
development and conservation subdivisions.

• Public participation required throughout the 
process.



Dept. of Administration Dept. of Administration 
Comprehensive Planning ProgramComprehensive Planning Program

Two primary roles

• Library of all adopted Comprehensive Plans
• State Statute 66.1001 (4) (b) 4

• Annual Comprehensive Planning Grant Program
• Administrative Rule Admin 48
• $2 million annually



By June 2006 
819 Cities, County Towns, Villages, 

Tribes and RPC will have an 
agreement with DOA

&

$15.5 Million Allocated

for Comprehensive Planning  

in the State of Wisconsin



Plans ReceivedPlans Received

352 adopted comprehensive plans 
submitted to Department of 
Administration

• 291 plans adopted by communities with DOA 
funding.

• 61 plans adopted by communities without DOA 
funding.





2006 Grant Awards and 2000-05 Grant Recipients



Library of Comprehensive PlansLibrary of Comprehensive Plans

DOA plans to put all adopted 
comprehensive plans online 

by Summer 2006



State Agency Resource Working GroupState Agency Resource Working Group

• Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection

• Department of Commerce

• Department of Natural Resources

• Department of Revenue

• Department of Tourism

• Department of Transportation

• Wisconsin Emergency Management

• Wisconsin Historical Society

• Public Service Commission

• University of Wisconsin System





Other InitiativesOther Initiatives

Governor’s Urban Reinvestment Initiative
• Governor Doyle launched his Urban Reinvestment Initiative

Eco-Municipality Designation Resolutions
• Cities of Ashland and Washburn

Working Lands Initiative
• WI DATCP
• Encourage private-public efforts and intergovernmental cooperation 

and make efficient use of existing resources and programs.

Wisconsin Brownfield Coalition
• $4 million Revolving Loan

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
• Community Technical Assistance
• Coastal Community Planning Grants

Travel Green
• WI Dept. of Tourism
• Wisconsin Communities



2006 Comprehensive Planning 2006 Comprehensive Planning 
Activities SurveyActivities Survey

• Over 1270 counties, cities, villages, and towns 
responded 

• Participation rate of over 65%

• Conducted in February and March 2006



Survey QuestionsSurvey Questions

Survey Questions:
•Do you have a Plan?
•If not, are you 
developing Plan?
•Does your local unit of 
government exercise 
zoning, official mapping 
or subdivision 
regulations?



2006 Survey Analysis Summary2006 Survey Analysis Summary

Survey results indicate:

1000 more plans expected before Jan. 1, 2010 
• 500 granted (not counting future grant cycles) 
• 500 non-granted

250 communities with land use authority 
(zoning, official mapping, or subdivision 
regulations) do not have a comprehensive plan 
and have not started a comprehensive planning 
process.  



DIR Contact InformationDIR Contact Information

Division of Intergovernmental Relations
Department of Administration 

101 E. Wilson Street, 10th Floor
Madison, WI  53702

Telephone:  (608) 267-7982
Fax: (608) 267-6917

Comp.Planning@wisconsin.gov
Michael.Friis@wisconsin.gov
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