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Assumptions

• Ecological separation means no movement of live 
organisms at all life stages via the Chicago 
Waterway System

• No interbasin movement of AIS is the long-term 
goal

• Key services of system should be maintained or 
enhanced
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Discretionary 
diversions from 
Lake Michigan
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• “Discretionary diversions” are dropping

• Sewage treatment and storage is improving

• CSOs to Lake Michigan are dropping

 The Chicago Waterway System can eventually require no 
direct diversion of Lake Michigan water for sewage 
management.

 BUT – demands for Lake Michigan water supply are 
growing
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Lockages and barge traffic – Lockport

• ~1000 recreational boats enter/leave CWS from 
south but greatest commodity movement is here
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Lockages and barge traffic – O’Brien

• Access for inland marinas to Lake Michigan
• Access from deep draft to barge channels
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Lockages and barge traffic – Chicago River

• Very little barge traffic via but...35-55K vessels 
via Chicago lock – recreational is dropping
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Relative volume and direction of internal 
commodity movements 1993-2004

? ?
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Policy Challenges

• Changes in flow affects multiple jurisdictions (State 
of Illinois, State of Indiana, MWRDGC, USACE)

• New state and federal legislation required at a 
navigation “tipping point”

• Treatment and movement of stormwater/sewage is 
MWRDGC mandate

• Multiyear funding source and budget
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Next Steps

• “How” rather than “if” we can separate the basins

• Complete USACE interbasin study for Chicago by 
9/30/2011 

• Analyses: logistics, transportation, hydrology, 
economics – what’s the “100 year vision?”
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