
Ohio Aquatic Invasive Species Committee

A rebus is a puzzle that 
consists of pictures of objects 
which by the sound of their 
names suggest words or 
phrases. 



Back To The Future

This is not a new group

• Group started in late 1990 and disbanded in early 2000
• Fred Schneider (Ohio Sea Grant) suggested reforming group
• First meeting in April 2008 (2 year anniversary)
• Five meetings to date



Membership

Who Do We Represent ?

• Government (ODNR, USFWS, USCG, OEPA, USFS, USDA)
• Industry (Aquaculture/Bait, Plants, Shipping, Zoos, Consultants)
• NGO’s (OEC, TNC, GLFC, GLC, CMNH)
• Outreach (Ohio Sea Grant)
• Academia (Ohio State)
• Recreation (SCUBA, Fishing, Boating)

• About 40 members
• Average about 20 at meetings



Meeting Format

Keynote Speaker
• Ohio Sea Grant – AIS Overview
• Ohio EPA – Vessel Permits
• USCG – Ballast Water Program
• OSU – Freshwater Mussels
• DOW – Ohio Invasive Plant Council

Action Items
• Reviewing Ohio’s SMP
• Membership
• Rapid Response Plan
• DOW Web Site
• GLRI Funding

Lunch

Open Forum



Accomplishments
Ohio’s State Management Plan for AIS

The Plan
• Objectives
• Strategies (5)
• Actions (25)

The Strategy
• Keep it simple
• Accomplishable

The Strategies
• Leadership (3) – Develop Partnerships
• Prevention (5) – Keep Them Out
• Monitoring (7) – Where Are They
• Control (6) – Kill Them
• Research/Education (4) – Get The Word Out



Accomplishments
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative

Picked 15 actions that could be 
reasonably accomplished

• Education (60K): I/E for Public and Decision Makers

• Prevention (90K): Pathway Analysis, and Industry BMP’s

• Early Detection and Monitoring (90K): Surveys and Tracking

• Control (550K): Invasive Control and Rapid Response











Do Other States/Provinces Have Similar Groups?

• Michigan Aquatic Nuisance Species Council

• Indiana Invasive Species Council

• Pennsylvania Invasive Species Council

• Minnesota Invasive Species Advisory Council

• Quebec Interdepartmental Committee on Invasive Species



How Do These Groups Operate

Frequency/Length

Membership

Meeting Format

Groups

Authority

Group Dynamics

Other Input 
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