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Nick Schmal
Fish and Aquatic Ecology
Program Leader
USDA Forest Service
Eastern Regional Office
Region 9




Eastern Region (Region 9) of the USDA-Forest Service

“% Regional Headquarters-Milwaukee, Wi

Minneapolis

Cleveland | pijshurgh
Phlladelphi

New York




EASTERN REGION NATIONAL FORESTS
KEY FACTS

- Two million acres of wetlands

15,000 miles of streams

(68% of which contain trout and salmon)
More than 10,000 lakes

Half the nation’s 45 million anglers
Nearly 1,000,000 Total Lake Acres
Over 300 fish species

68 crayfish species

46 RF Aquatic Sensitive Species



ANS Panels & Region 9 Forests

 Great Lakes Panel:

Cheguamegon-Nicolet, Ottawa, Hiawatha,
Huron Manistee, Superior, Finger Lakes NF's,
Midewin Tall Grass Prairie

 Mississippi River Basin Panel:

Chippewa, Chequamegon-Nicolet, Ottawa,
Shawnee, Mark Twain, Allegheny, Hoosier,
Wayne and Monongahela NF’'s, Midewin Tall
Grass Prairie

* Northeast Panel:
Green Mountain and White Mountain NF's



Forest Service Strategic Plan Goals

e Reduce risk from catastrophic wildland fire

e Reduce impacts from /nvasive speciles

* Provide outdoor recreation opportunities while
sustaining natural resources, to meet demand.

e Help meet energy resource needs

 Increase watersheds that are in fully functional
hydrologic condition.

e Conduct research and other mission-related work
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Overarchlng Themes

rogram elements: :
Program element e Partnerships and

* Prevention collaboration
 Early detection/ e Scientific basis
rapid response ‘research and

technology
e Control/management S
. e Communication/
e Rehabilitation education
/restoration

e Organize for success
Improve capacity,
streamline, funding



R9 NNIS Framework Purpose

“Provide an
2 interdisciplinary
framework to
implement NNIS
management programs
on Eastern Region N
National Forests”




RO Framework tiers off
various existing direction...

Executive Order 13112- Invasive Species
(1999)

Meeting the Invasive Species Challenge:
National Invasive Species Mgmt Plan (2001)

Stemming the Invasive Tide - Forest Service
Invasive Species Strategy (1998)

Forest Service Manual 2080

State Laws and State Aquatic
Nuisance Species Plans

Rusty crayfish



Status of State ANS Management Plans

St. Croix Natural Scenic
Riverway Interstate Management Plan

Lake Champlain Basin
Interstate Management Plan
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States with Approved Plans

. States with Plans Under Developmeant

o Interstate Plans

Marg, 2004
Graphics by Don MacLean, LEFWS
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Conservation Education
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Eastern Region and State boundaries
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Hydropower Sites in Upper Great Lakes on/near NFS Lands
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Aquatic Invasive Plants at or near Hydropower Facilities
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EXOTIC SPECIES ALERT

These waters contain Eurasian Watermilfoil.

This plant can spread
very quickly from small
leaf fragments. It can
form dense mats that
Interfere with swimming
fishing and boating.




Existing Barrier Removal-Or not?

=29,931 System Road Miles
248,121 Culverts 5th HUC
213,822 Culverts NFS lands




QUESTIONS??

nschmal@fs.fed.us

http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/wildlife/nnis/



