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Everyone knows that mud is dirty; few realize itôs also 
one of the main pollutants of the waters within the 
Great Lakes basin. The Great Lakes Commission and 
the Great Lakes Basin Program for Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control are building an awareness campaign 
to inform the public of the damages that mud causes as 
a first step toward obtaining public support for mitigat-
ing its damages.  

Mudðor sediment, to use the technical termðis swept 
into our lakes and streams from bare spots in lawns, tilled 

crop fields, exposed stream banks and from developing 
urban areas that are carelessly allowed to erode. Mud 
suffocates fish by clogging their gills and smothering 
their nesting areas. It hides the food they seek and turns 
sparkling clear waters a dirty brown. Mud also bears with 
it chemicals such as fertilizers and pesticides that have 
been deposited on the land. It raises the cost of treating 
drinking water and it fills in the waterways themselves. 

Mud costs societyðthat means all of usðmillions of dol-
lars per year to remove from harbors and marinas and 
drinking water.  

Sediment is such a pervasive part of the environment 
that people do not recognize it as a threat to our water-
ways. To raise awareness of sedimentationôs causes and 
damages, the ñStop the Mudness!ò campaign will feature 
a web site, public service advertisements, press releases, 
artwork, flyers, and other educational materials focusing 
on the environmental and economic harm caused by ero-
sion and sedimentation, as well as ways to minimize their 
impacts. It is anticipated that new artwork and materials 
featuring the memorable ñStop the Mudnessò theme and 
logo will be released every other month.  

If you and your organization are interested in obtaining 
media material or taking an on-line survey of your media 
needs, please visit www.stopthemudness.net as it expands 
with new materials over the coming months.

The Great Lakes Basin Program improves Great 
Lakes water quality by promoting erosion and sedi-
ment control through demonstration grants, technical 
assistance and information/education projects in the 
Great Lakes states. Funding is provided by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service.

For more information, contact: Gary Overmier, 
garyo@glc.org or see our two websites at garyo@glc.org or see our two websites at garyo@glc.org www.glc.org/basin 
and www.stopthemudness.net

This special issue of Keeping It On the Land 
highlights several education and information 
efforts throughout the region.  
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MSUõs Virtual Watershed Management Program

Internet-based Academic Credit or Professional Certificate Program 
in Watershed Management

In dealing with todayôs 
complex and interrelated 
environmental, economic 
and social issues that occur 
within the context of 
watershed management, 
effective and practical 
solutions often require an 
interdisciplinary approach 
to problem-solving. This can 
involve such diverse fields 

as law, policy, community development, economics, engi-
neering, biology, hydrology, and chemistry. A watershed 
manager must also understand the science behind water 
resource management and possess skills in public rela-
tions, policymaking, and program evaluation.

Since 2000, Michigan State University has offered a 
series of unique Internet-based watershed management 
courses through their Virtual University Program to help 
meet the increasing education, information and service 
demands identified by watershed planners and others 
in the environmental field. The program taps into the 
Universityôs broad expertise in natural resources, aquatic 
systems, community development, land-use policy and 
law. Multiple authors from various University depart-
ments and partner organizations contribute to course 
content, providing a dynamic team approach. 

The Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control course 
was developed in coordination with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality to address the issue of 
sedimentation and pollution in lakes, rivers, and wetlands. 
Over the course of seven weeks, students learn soil erosion 
and sedimentation control principles and techniques that 
are often needed to meet the land use challenges posed 
to communities. In addition, course materials include 
information on science and policy issues that may influ-
ence the development of effective soil erosion and off-site 
sedimentation solutions, construction site management, 
vegetative stabilization, sediment basins and diversions 
and runoff estimates. Soil Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control is appropriate for a wide audience, including 
building officials; developers; contractors; the general 

public; international audiences; drain commissioners; 
watershed organizations; environmental organizations; 
local health officials; teachers; and local, county, regional, 
state, and federal agency personnel.

Other watershed course topics available through the 
Virtual University Program include:  watershed planning, 
pollution prevention, economic sustainability, stakeholder 
partnerships, scientific resource management, watershed 

News

Additional Learning Tools   

Ohio Watershed Academy
The Ohio Watershed Academy (OWA) is a profes-
sional development course offered by Ohio State 
University Extension. The purpose of OWA is to 
build the capacity of current and future watershed 
group leaders in Ohio to facilitate the development 
of community-based watershed action plans. OWA is 
supported with a grant from the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency.

The Ohio Watershed Academy is held approximately 
twice a year. Enrollment preference is given to paid 
watershed coordinators, volunteer watershed group 
leaders, and university students in Ohio and neigh-
boring states. The next class will begin Tuesday, 
October 25. 

For more information, visit ohiowatersheds.osu.edu/
owa/aboutowa.html

Zero Tillage CD-ROM 
This CD-ROM provides the information needed to 
help farmers make sound management decisions 
in the area of zero tillage. It uses video and audio 
clips, pictures and articles to address soil conserva-
tion questions such as: 

Å What are the economics of what I have to 
             change to produce the desired crops and 
              yields? 

Å What is involved in the switch? 
Å What are some of the possible pitfalls? 

Other topics that are discussed include crop manage-
ment and field operations, chemicals and fertilizers, 
soil, machinery and economics.  

More information at: www.farmcentre.com/english/
products/product_master.htm?id=55 or call products/product_master.htm?id=55 or call products/product_master.htm?id=55
1-888-232-3262.

Continued on page 7

by Dr. Saichon Seedang, Research Associate, The Institute of Water Research
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Around the Basin

Urban Watershed Forestry Manual
The Center for Watershed Protection, in cooperation with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service ï Northeastern 
Area State and Private Forestry, is producing a three-part series of 
manuals on using trees to protect and restore urban watersheds. The manuals on using trees to protect and restore urban watersheds. The 
manual is the result of extensive research compiled over the past year, 
as well as two design workshops held in early 2004 that focused on 
using trees for stormwater management and planting trees in the 
urban landscape. These workshops were attended by more than 40 
local, regional and national experts, including foresters, stormwater 
engineers, landscape architects, arborists, urban soil scientists, water-
shed planners and representatives from parks and transportation and 
utility companies. The three manuals in the series are: 

1. Methods for Increasing Forest Cover in a Watershed 
2. Conserving and Planting Trees at Development Sites 
3. Urban Tree Planting Guide 
Parts 1 and 2 are now available. See www.cwp.org/forestry/index.htm

for more details. Part 3 is being produced under a grant from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  

CEAP Literature Review 
The Soil and Water Conservation Society is taking on a project to 

document what is known about the effect of agricultural conserva-
tion practices on environmental quality. Work on the project began 
in spring 2004 with major funding provided by the USDA. Publica-
tion of the findings, recommendations and other materials related 
to the project is scheduled for late 2005. The primary purpose of 
this project is to construct the scientific foundation for the USDA 
Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) by summarizing Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) by summarizing 
what is known and not known about the environmental effects of 
conservation practices. The first stage of the project will focus on 
the effects of conservation practices used in cropping systems (both 
rain fed and irrigated) on water quality, soil quality, water conserva-
tion, air quality, and fish and wildlife habitat. In succeeding stages, 
the project will address the effects of conservation systems applied 
to grazing land and other land uses. A standardized format for each 
topic summary will enhance the comparison of conservation effects 
across conservation systems, cropping systems and environmental 
outcomes and help identify key gaps in knowledge.

The Soil and Water Conservation Society is a nonprofit professional 
society dedicated to fostering the science and art of conservation and 
environmental management on working land through a combination 
of research, education, and advocacy. For more information, visit 
their web site at www.swcs.org

Ohio
The Geauga and Lake soil and water conservation districts 

(SWCD) jointly hosted a week-long educator workshop, ñWon-
ders of Watersheds,ò Aug. 1-5, 2005. Participants received train-
ing and guides for the following curricula: Project Wet, Project ing and guides for the following curricula: Project Wet, Project 
Wild/ Aquatic Wild, Science and Civics, and Project Learning Wild/ Aquatic Wild, Science and Civics, and Project Learning 
Tree. They also participated in field trips which included a Tree. They also participated in field trips which included a 
nature hike at the Headlands Sand Dunes and a tour through nature hike at the Headlands Sand Dunes and a tour through 
Mentor Marsh. A number of resource specialists, including rep-Mentor Marsh. A number of resource specialists, including rep-
resentatives of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, soil resentatives of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, soil 
and water conservation districts, and The Nature Conservancy and water conservation districts, and The Nature Conservancy 
participated in the workshop. All participants receive the guide participated in the workshop. All participants receive the guide 
book for Project Wet, Project Wild/Aquatic Wild, and Project Learning Project Learning 
Tree. Graduate credit will be offered through Ashland University, . Graduate credit will be offered through Ashland University, 
and all participants who attend the full week will receive a $135 and all participants who attend the full week will receive a $135 
stipend. The Geauga and Lake SWCDs also work cooperatively stipend. The Geauga and Lake SWCDs also work cooperatively 
to offer the Muddy Hands, a conservation education newsletter to offer the Muddy Hands, a conservation education newsletter 
that highlights conservation topics, activities, and opportuni-that highlights conservation topics, activities, and opportuni-
ties for teachers. For more information, visit their web site at: ties for teachers. For more information, visit their web site at: 
www.geaugaswcd.com/teacherworkshop.htm

Illinois
The North Cook County Soil and Water Conservation District The North Cook County Soil and Water Conservation District 

is developing a new program that features individual power point is developing a new program that features individual power point 
presentations that promote the use of Best Management Practices presentations that promote the use of Best Management Practices 
in a variety of applications that impact natural resources. The in a variety of applications that impact natural resources. The 
program will consist of nine presentations: Stormwater Manage-Stormwater Manage-
ment; Soil Erosion and Sediment Control; Stream and Riparian ment; Soil Erosion and Sediment Control; Stream and Riparian 
Corridor Protection; Soils and Land Use Planning; Wetlands Corridor Protection; Soils and Land Use Planning; Wetlands 
Protection; Natural Landscaping and Open Space; Ordinances 
and Comprehensive Plans; Groundwater Protection; and Intro-
duction to the Building Better Communities Program. Three of 
the presentations have been completed: Stormwater Management; 
Soil Erosion and Sediment Control; and Stream and Riparian 
Area Protection. A staff person from the district office is avail-
able to present any of the three completed modules to municipal 
technical staff, watershed organizations, stormwater management 
groups, etc. If you would like to know more about the program or 
if you would like to schedule a presentation, contact the North 
Cook SWCD office at P.O. Box 407, Streamwood, IL 60107-0407, 
847-468-0071 or 847-608-8302 (fax). See www.northcookswcd.org/
documents/WinterNewsletter04.pdf for more information. documents/WinterNewsletter04.pdf for more information. documents/WinterNewsletter04.pdf

Continued on page 6




