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Everyone knows that mud is dirty; few realize itôs also 
one of the main pollutants of the waters within the 
Great Lakes basin. The Great Lakes Commission and 
the Great Lakes Basin Program for Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control are building an awareness campaign 
to inform the public of the damages that mud causes as 
a first step toward obtaining public support for mitigat-
ing its damages.  

Mudðor sediment, to use the technical termðis swept 
into our lakes and streams from bare spots in lawns, tilled 

crop fields, exposed stream banks and from developing 
urban areas that are carelessly allowed to erode. Mud 
suffocates fish by clogging their gills and smothering 
their nesting areas. It hides the food they seek and turns 
sparkling clear waters a dirty brown. Mud also bears with 
it chemicals such as fertilizers and pesticides that have 
been deposited on the land. It raises the cost of treating 
drinking water and it fills in the waterways themselves. 

Mud costs societyðthat means all of usðmillions of dol-
lars per year to remove from harbors and marinas and 
drinking water.  

Sediment is such a pervasive part of the environment 
that people do not recognize it as a threat to our water-
ways. To raise awareness of sedimentationôs causes and 
damages, the ñStop the Mudness!ò campaign will feature 
a web site, public service advertisements, press releases, 
artwork, flyers, and other educational materials focusing 
on the environmental and economic harm caused by ero-
sion and sedimentation, as well as ways to minimize their 
impacts. It is anticipated that new artwork and materials 
featuring the memorable ñStop the Mudnessò theme and 
logo will be released every other month.  

If you and your organization are interested in obtaining 
media material or taking an on-line survey of your media 
needs, please visit www.stopthemudness.net as it expands 
with new materials over the coming months.

The Great Lakes Basin Program improves Great 
Lakes water quality by promoting erosion and sedi-
ment control through demonstration grants, technical 
assistance and information/education projects in the 
Great Lakes states. Funding is provided by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service.

For more information, contact: Gary Overmier, 
garyo@glc.org or see our two websites at garyo@glc.org or see our two websites at garyo@glc.org www.glc.org/basin 
and www.stopthemudness.net

This special issue of Keeping It On the Land 
highlights several education and information 
efforts throughout the region.  




