Great Lakes Dredging Team

Conference Call Summary

12-14-06
Participants
Co-chairs Wayne Schloop, USACE Detroit and Jim Weakley, Lake Carriers; Floyd Miras, MARAD; Scott Pickard, USACE Buffalo; Larry Kieck, WisDOT; Jim Casey, IL DNR; Doug Pomorski, Erie Port Authority; Bonnie Eleder, US EPA; Tammy Newcomb, MI DEQ; Tom Graf, MI DEQ; Jim Bredin, MI DEQ; Doug Clark, USACE RDC; Gene Clark, MN Sea Grant; Larry Karnes, MI DOT; John Watkins, OH DNR; and Dave Knight, Becky Lameka and Victoria Pebbles from the Great Lakes Commission/GLDT staff.
Introductory remarks

Wayne and Jim noted that the call’s agenda stemmed primarily from topics covered at the Duluth meeting. Wayne said the USACE Navigation Business Line’s recently completed Five Year Development Plan (FYDP) will be posted on the Corps’ website, which can be linked through the GLDT site (go to Links, Great Lakes Links, Detroit District). Jim reviewed the advocacy campaign headed by the Lake Carriers Association for increased dredging funds, noting that support is being sought from the Council of Great Lakes Governors.

Work plan update
Dave K. reported that letters will soon be going out to all GLDT signatories with recent revisions to the Team charter, seeking approval and re-commitment. (Note:  letters were mailed to agency heads on January, 4 with a requested return by January 31.  Please contact your agency director to encourage prompt signing of GLDT Charter). Work continues on a brochure outlining the importance of dredging to the Great Lakes marine transportation system. Initial steps are being taken to establish a GLC-facilitated network of state transportation department staffers with interest and/or expertise in marine transportation issues.
USACE stakeholder outreach
Wayne, Jim and Dave reported on a December 7 meeting in Cincinnati held by the Corps Great Lakes and Ohio River Division to gather input from stakeholders on a recently completed Five-Year Development Plan (FYDP) and on new metrics being developed to prioritize system maintenance in a constrained budget environment. Jim noted the absence of state representation at that meeting.
Action Item:  A follow up meeting to further refine the metrics will be held in Cleveland January 25.
Toledo Harbor update
Scott Pickard reported on recent developments concerning the dredging of the Toledo harbor. Funds are being sought for a feasibility study under the authority of WRDA Section 204 (beneficial use of dredged material) to assess the feasibility of creating wildlife habitat restoration units in Lake Erie, essentially the same project proposed under the Memorandum of Understanding reached with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency in 2006.  It does not appear that the project will materialize in 2007.
Regional sediment management

Dave continued discussion from the Duluth meeting on a potential GLDT activity integrating regional sediment management and watershed management, with focus on reducing sediment loading in navigational channels and harbors. Bonnie Eleder expressed support for the concept, noting that EPA is pushing in that direction. Tammy Newcomb, Michigan DNR, reported that her office has developed watershed assessments, but lacks the funding to follow-up with implementation of best management practices. Gene Clark, Minnesota Sea Grant also voiced support for more resources directed to watershed planning entities.

Action Item: Consensus of the group was to have staff continue scoping efforts and gap analyses at a modest level to identify potential GLDT action.
Environmental windows
Doug Clark updated the USACE RDC field work in the Toledo/Maumee harbor, saying that his full report will be completed sometime in January, at which time it can be made available to the GLDT website. Discussion was held on proposal introduced at the Duluth to reconvene the Windows Advisory Team (WAT) and continue work on defining science-based dredging windows for the Great Lakes. Tammy N. indicated that more data on the biological impacts of dredge plumes would be of value in assessing risk. 
Action Item: Parallel to reconvening the WAT, a meeting or meetings should be facilitated involving USACE and appropriate state resource management agencies to better assess the states’ level of interest in dredging windows research, and their specific needs, if any, in that area.
China Dredging Association visit
Dave K. and Bonnie E. reported on a planned visit to the Great Lakes by a delegation from the China Dredging Association. The delegation is slated to visit the EPA Region 5 office in Chicago Jan. 22 for a one-day meeting. Bonnie will advise if any GLDT support is needed.
Next conference call meeting
The next GLDT conference call is tentatively set for February, 2007. Exact date and time to be determined.

