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Best Practices and Policies Evaluation Criteria 
The criteria listed below were developed by the Great Lakes Wind Collaborative Best Practices Work Group and will be used to evaluate and ultimately select best practices and policies that will be advanced by the GLWC project, Best Practices for Accelerating Sustainable Wind Power in the Great Lakes Region.
 http://www.glc.org/energy/wind/bestpractices.html  This is a working document, and as these criteria are employed to evaluate candidate best practices, they may be modified where deemed appropriate in a reiterative process. 
1. Administratively Efficient:  administrative process is clear, easy to follow and key decisions (e.g., reviews) are timely and well documented
2. Cost-Effective:  transaction costs are minimized

3. Engages Public:  provides timely and adequate project information to the public, and affords opportunities to receive effective public input into the process and the project
4. Environmentally and Culturally Protective:  includes provisions to prevent or minimize impacts to all environmentally and culturally sensitive features, including:
a. Planning phase (e.g., pre-construction) baseline studies/monitoring, environmental screening and consultation with federal and state wildlife agencies, 
b. Construction phase ​Best Management Practices (BMPs)
c. Post-construction studies/monitoring and adaptive responses
d. Decommissioning phase: objectives clearly described, restoring pre-project natural communities a priority, improving beyond pre-project a consideration
5. Scientifically Sound: based on the best available science (including natural, social and health sciences)
6. Preferential to Clean Energy Sources: 

a. promotes activities and market transformation that allow adding new clean energy sources to total capacity to either increase the proportion of clean energy or displace more traditional energy sources 
b. leverages private capital (not just replace the need for private equity or debt)
c. where possible, gives wind (or other clean energy sources) higher priority in grid access

7. Creates and/or Maintains Jobs: in the Great Lakes Region  

a. supports the manufacturing supply chain in at least one of the 10 Great Lakes jurisdiction

b. encourages the manufacturing of component parts, especially large equipment, in the Great Lakes region

8. Encourages Proactive Approaches:  anticipates compliance with relevant rules and guidelines including those related to community outreach and environmental protection
9. Respectful of Landowner and Community Interests: process is ethical, respectful, and transparent in recognizing landowners and community interests 
10. Adaptable: is flexible to changing market conditions (e.g., new technology or price) and can be readily integrated with local ordinances and other decision processes
11. Coordinative and Collaborative: Seeks effective coordination and collaboration among decisionmaking bodies across all levels of government. 
� Evaluation criteria developed by the Work Group reflect a literature review of case studies, guidelines and handbooks on the sustainable siting of wind energy facilities.  The literature review is available upon request, by emailing Becky Pearson at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bpearson@glc.org" ��bpearson@glc.org�.  





