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Welcome and Introductions
Following roll call, Victoria introduced the newest member to the Best Practices Workgroup, Russell Lumberg from the Huron County Planning, Building and Zoning Department. It was noted that Commission staff is still looking into getting a tribal representative on the workgroup. 
Review of Oct. 7 Meeting Summary
The Oct. 7 Meeting Summary and action items were reviewed.  They are posted on the Best Practices Project website at http://www.glc.org/energy/wind/bestpractices 
Update on Workgroup Chairs

The following people have been accepted as workgroup co-chairs: 
Chair - Larry Hartman, Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security 
Vice Chair - Angela Piner, HDR One Company

Review and Discussion of Final Draft Siting Analysis and Summary - Larry Hartman
The first task to the Best Practices Project is to develop a siting analysis and summary.  The first draft was shared with the workgroup during its kick-off meeting in October. It is a snap-shot in time of the state and provincial siting policies in the Great Lakes region. The latest version was emailed to the workgroup members yesterday, Nov. 23. 
This document will be used as a background piece to help complete the next tasks of the Best Practices Project.  It will also be used as a general briefing document for the Great Lakes Wind Collaborative. 

Below are verbal comments raised by workgroup members: 
· References such as websites and state/provincial staff that contributed to the summary should be included at the end of the document. 
· Pull out key differences from states; i.e., time it takes to get approval and who (developer or utility) needs to apply for a permit. The permit timetable analysis could take place during the identification of candidate best practices.  
· It was noted that Minnesota has a very general statute that addresses siting. Given dramatic change in wind industry, it is important to have flexibility state requirements. Phase I financial analysis is applicable to permitting process. The side-by-side examination of parameters for both the permitting process and the financial analysis may be useful for this project. This suggestion may be more helpful in developing criteria, and nominating and evaluating candidate best practices
· Language about federal regulations in issue areas where states do not have authority is needed.

· A transmission piece that complements this document should be developed by the GLWC Transmission Workgroup. This workgroup has already developed a list of relevant organizations and researched transmission siting authorities. 
· This paper should recognize the importance of transmission siting and note that it doesn’t include transmission in its scope. 

Review and Discussion of Best Practices Evaluation Criteria

Commission staff developed a list of 10 potential criteria.  The workgroup had a brief discussion on what was redundant or missing from this list. 
The need for coordinating studies across multiple agencies so agencies are using the same evaluation criteria was raised. A recent example is an interstate MOU, signed by a few Eastern states to increase coordination for the siting wind farms. 
The perspectives of developers and NGO community on these criteria will be documented as next steps to this project. Commission staff will develop 3-5 discussion questions for each interest group to assist in their review of the criteria. 


Related Project: Clean Energy States Alliance – Charles Kupert
Charles Kupert gave a brief update. He noted that CESA has not finalized its contract with DOE yet. The project work will focus on offshore and developing a consistent approach among states.

Regarding a related DOE project, Tom Tuffy from Penn Future will be invited to give update on his project during a future conference call. 

Next Call and Next Steps

Future calls on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. EST. The next call will convene on Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 10:00 a.m. EST. 
Action Items:

· After Commission staff incorporates changes into the next draft of the siting analysis and summary, it will be emailed to the workgroup for a 1 week review. 

· A transmission siting analysis and summary will be developed by the Transmission workgroup

· Information about the importance of transmission siting will be added to the introduction.  It will be noted that transmission siting is not a part of the scope of this document. 

· The federal role of siting will be added. 

· Commission staff will add a 11th criteria on coordination among permitting agencies and levels of government. 
· Workgroup members are to email Victoria (vpebbles@glc.org) comments on the criteria by next Wed., Dec. 2.
· Commission staff will invite Tom Tuffey, PennFuture,  to participate on the Best Practices Workgroup.
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