
Healing Our Waters® –
Great Lakes Coalition



A closer look at the CoalitionA closer look at the CoalitionA closer look at the CoalitionA closer look at the Coalition
•• National Wildlife Federation and NationalNational Wildlife Federation and National•• National Wildlife Federation and National National Wildlife Federation and National 

Parks Conservation Association are Parks Conservation Association are 
permanent copermanent co--chairschairspermanent copermanent co chairschairs

•• Over 100 Coalition member groupsOver 100 Coalition member groups
•• National groupsNational groups•• National groupsNational groups

–– American RiversAmerican Rivers
–– AudubonAudubonAudubonAudubon
–– Ducks UnlimitedDucks Unlimited
–– Environment AmericaEnvironment AmericaEnvironment AmericaEnvironment America
–– Sierra ClubSierra Club



A closer look at the CoalitionA closer look at the CoalitionA closer look at the CoalitionA closer look at the Coalition
•• Regional groupsRegional groups

–– Alliance for the Great LakesAlliance for the Great Lakes
–– Freshwater FutureFreshwater Future
–– Great Lakes UnitedGreat Lakes UnitedGreat Lakes UnitedGreat Lakes United

•• State / provincial and local groupsState / provincial and local groups
•• NonNon--traditional groupstraditional groupsNonNon traditional groupstraditional groups

–– Brookfield ZooBrookfield Zoo
–– County Executives of AmericaCounty Executives of America
–– Institute for Agriculture and Trade PolicyInstitute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
–– John G. Shedd AquariumJohn G. Shedd Aquarium
–– League of Women VotersLeague of Women Voters–– League of Women VotersLeague of Women Voters



GoalsGoalsGoalsGoals
•• Healing Our Waters (“HOW”) Healing Our Waters (“HOW”) –– Great Lakes Great Lakes ea g Ou ate s ( O )ea g Ou ate s ( O ) G eat a esG eat a es

CoalitionCoalition
–– Two fundamental tasks:Two fundamental tasks:
1)1) Get a strong Great Lakes restoration plan in Get a strong Great Lakes restoration plan in 

place (GLRC Strategy)place (GLRC Strategy)
2)2) C d t i th t d t t dC d t i th t d t t d2)2) Conduct a campaign that persuades state and Conduct a campaign that persuades state and 

federal governments to implement the plan federal governments to implement the plan 
through sound policies and substantiallythrough sound policies and substantiallythrough sound policies and substantially through sound policies and substantially 
increased fundingincreased funding



ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities

•• Partner with and fund coalition members Partner with and fund coalition members 
in several GL states to advance our goalsin several GL states to advance our goals

•• Assist ~100 advocates in attending annual Assist ~100 advocates in attending annual 
Great Lakes Day in Washington, D.C.Great Lakes Day in Washington, D.C.G eat a es ay as gto , CG eat a es ay as gto , C

•• Host annual Great Lakes Restoration Host annual Great Lakes Restoration 
ConferenceConferenceConferenceConference

•• Other media, public outreach, and Other media, public outreach, and 
advocacy workadvocacy workadvocacy workadvocacy work



ProgressProgressProgressProgress

•• Fostered increased unity among various Fostered increased unity among various 
Great Lakes stakeholdersGreat Lakes stakeholders

•• HOW increasingly seen as HOW increasingly seen as thethe gogo--to group to group 
for Members of Congress on Great Lakes for Members of Congress on Great Lakes 
iiissuesissues

•• GL Restoration Pledge of $5 Billion from GL Restoration Pledge of $5 Billion from 
P id tP id t l t Obl t ObPresidentPresident--elect Obamaelect Obama

•• Successful reauthorizations of GLFWRA, Successful reauthorizations of GLFWRA, 
GL L A tGL L A tGL Legacy ActGL Legacy Act



HOW and the GLHIHOW and the GLHIHOW and the GLHIHOW and the GLHI
•• Working to secureWorking to secure•• Working to secure Working to secure 

more funding for more funding for 
programs that fundprograms that fundprograms that fund programs that fund 
on the ground on the ground 
Great LakesGreat LakesGreat Lakes Great Lakes 
restoration projectsrestoration projects

•• Partnering withPartnering with•• Partnering with Partnering with 
agencies: help us agencies: help us 
help youhelp youhelp youhelp you



HOW 2009 Priorities HOW 2009 Priorities --
AuthorizationsAuthorizations

•• New Great Lakes Restoration legislation New Great Lakes Restoration legislation 
(under development)(under development)(under development)(under development)

•• Clean Water Restoration ActClean Water Restoration Act
•• Invasive Species legislationInvasive Species legislation•• Invasive Species legislationInvasive Species legislation
•• Great Lakes Legacy ActGreat Lakes Legacy Act
•• Clean Water State Revolving FundClean Water State Revolving Fund



HOW FY2010 Priorities HOW FY2010 Priorities --
AppropriationsAppropriations

•• Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration 
Act ($16m)Act ($16m)

•• Great Lakes Legacy Act ($54m)Great Lakes Legacy Act ($54m)
•• Clean Water State Revolving FundClean Water State Revolving Fund•• Clean Water State Revolving Fund Clean Water State Revolving Fund 

($490.1m for GL states)($490.1m for GL states)
•• Great Lakes Fishery EcosystemGreat Lakes Fishery Ecosystem•• Great Lakes Fishery Ecosystem Great Lakes Fishery Ecosystem 

Restoration Act ($10m)Restoration Act ($10m)



Healing Our Waters Coalition Healing Our Waters Coalition gg
ContactsContacts

•• Jeff Skelding (NWF), Director               Jeff Skelding (NWF), Director               
(202) 797(202) 797--68936893

•• Chad Lord (NPCA), Policy Director     (202) Chad Lord (NPCA), Policy Director     (202) 
454454--33853385

•• Chris Grubb (NWF), Field Director      Chris Grubb (NWF), Field Director      
(734) 887(734) 887--71047104(734) 887(734) 887 71047104

•• Jordan Lubetkin (NWF), Media Director Jordan Lubetkin (NWF), Media Director 
(734) 887(734) 887 71097109(734) 887(734) 887--71097109


