


The Chicago Wilderness Region
over 360 000 acresover 360,000 acres
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Chicago Wilderness:
f fA powerful alliance for regional conservation

Our Members are:
Land owners and land managers
Local, state, and federal agencies
Research and education institutions
Conservation NGOs, large and small
Regional Planning AgenciesRegional Planning Agencies
Faith-based initiatives
Corporate Council

O 230O 230 bbOver 230Over 230 membersmembers



Roles of Chicago Wilderness
Develop common goals and principles to help guide 
the work of member organizationsthe work of member organizations

Catalyze new work and initiatives

Increase partnering

Share, build capacity

Develop and disseminate tools

Increase public involvement in local conservationIncrease public involvement in local conservation



How is the alliance organized?

• Policies & Procedures

- the rights and responsibilities of membership 
- the organizational bodies of the alliance

th l li i- the general policies
- the role of Congress
- application and admission procedures

• Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

Signed by all CW members agreeing to participate in a voluntary 
network to achieve conservation goals through coordinated

ll b ti d ticollaboration and cooperation



 

Chicago Region Biodiversity Council  
(all member organizations)( g )

Executive Council 
(self-selected group willing to attend 3 

meetings/year to set strategy) 

Steering Committee 
(an elected group empowered to 

implement strategy) 

Administrative Working Groups

Teams 
(and a number of task forces) Strategy advising groups 

Operational groups

Affiliates 

CW Trust 

Sustainability

Science 

Operational groups

CW Staff 

Ad hoc committees

Chicago WILDERNESS Magazine 

Chicago Wilderness Corporate Council 

Education and Communication 

Natural Resources Management 



The CW TrilogyThe CW Trilogy
An Atlas of Biodiversity (awareness)
• Geology• Geology
• Living Communities
• People on the Land 
• Restoration and ManagementRestoration and Management

Biodiversity Recovery Plan (problem definition & needed 
actions)actions)

• Present State 
• Threats  
• Toolsoo s
• Needed Actions

Report Card (tracking results & call for further action)





• Status of biodiversity in 
the regionthe region

• Overview of threats 
facing each natural 
communitycommunity

• Recovery goals and 
strategies for species, 

iti l dcommunities, landscapes
• Recommended 

conservation actions and 
communication strategies







• Document condition and 
t d i bi di ittrends in biodiversity

• Assess progress in 
achieving Biodiversityachieving Biodiversity 
Recovery Plan goals



Illi i B h St t P k

Recommendations 
include:

•Protection of watersheds 
feeding into lake

Illinois Beach State Park

•Acquisition and 
preservation in the upper 
watershed

•No new development 
within five miles of the 
lakelake

Lake Calumet 
Region

Recommendations include:

Wetland and prairie restoration

Greenway connections along the Calumet and Grand Calumet Rivers      
and to Wolf Lake

P bli l d i itiPublic land acquisition

Industrial redevelopment utilizing conservation design approaches                   
that fully mitigate hydrologic and water quality impacts.



Questions?Questions?Questions?Questions?


