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over 360,000 acres

The Chicago Wilderness Region
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County Forest
Preserve and
Conservation Districts

Municipalities and Park
Districts

Federal Land

State Departments of
Natural Resources

NGOs

i

|

;

|
V%
r‘_ - i
f-.._

|

i ‘; Kmspa {

e __'L__

T 7*

¥
Protected Land In the
Chicago Wilderness Reagion

- Federal Land
- State Parks

Cou Preserves
and City Parks

|:| Privately Owned
Nature Areas

Nature Preserves and
Scientific Areas




A powerful alliance for regional conservation

Land owners and land managers
Local, state, and federal agencies
Research and education institutions
Conservation NGQOs, large and small
Regional Planning Agencies

Faith-based initiatives F——

Corporate Councill L e
WETLAND RESTORATION PROJECT
RESTORED TO PROVIDE HABITAT
FOR WETLAND PLANTS & ANIMALS
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A COMBINED EFFORT

Over 230 members




Develop to help guide
the work of member organizations

Catalyze and initiatives
Increase

Share,

Develop and disseminate

Increase In local conservation




Policies & Procedures

- the rights and responsibilities of membership
- the organizational bodies of the alliance

- the general policies

- the role of Congress

- application and admission procedures

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

Signed by all CW members agreeing to participate in a voluntary
network to achieve conservation goals through coordinated
collaboration and cooperation




Affiliates

——CW Trust

Chicago Region Biodiversity Council
(all member organizations)

Executive Council
(self-selected group willing to attend 3
meetings/year to set strategy)

Steering Committee
(an elected group empowered to
implement strategy)

\ J
Y

Administrative Working Groups

Teams
(and a number of task forces)

——Chicago WILDERNESS Magazine — Science

L___Chicago Wilderness Corporate Council ——— Sustainability

Strategy advising groups
Operational groups

CW Staff

Ad hoc committees

Education and Communication

Natural Resources Management




An Atlas of Biodiversity (awareness)
 Geology

e Living Communities

 People on the Land

 Restoration and Management

Biodiversity Recovery Plan (problem definition & needed
actions)

Present State
Threats

Tools

Needed Actions

Report Card (tracking results & call for further action)




AN ATLAS OF BICONVERSITY
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Status of biodiversity In
the region

Overview of threats
facing each natural
community

Recovery goals and

strategies for species,
communities, landscapes

Recommended
conservation actions and
communication strategies




LUhadter L. EXenslve Sumrary: Lhicago Wiloernass and s Bleliversty Hacoveny Fln

Blodivarsity Recovery Flan

This mecovery plan ourlnes the steps necessiry to achieve
the averall goalaf the Chicags Wildemess sollaboration.
That geal. in surmary, s e proe o the noturd sommenitic
af the Chimgs ragion and to restore them o jong e viahiity,
in arder & anrich the gualicy o D of I's oo zes o= to con-
riksre rothe presreanon o giskl bisdversity.

Tovachiee this goal, the recovery plan identnes he fol-
krering reasurshle objsctves

L. Involse the citizens orgarizatioss, and agences

of the regicnin effcrs 1o mnserve biodiversing.

. Cibinin bread-bassd anc activepublic participation
in the long-term srotection, restoratin, and seew-
apdship o e e gion s raiual cammnanities

Strengrher local government sy pportby corrmiuni-
cating with and imvoling octicials in plenning
afforts and corsensation programs.

. Buid parinerships among organizations and agen-
cie=in support ofblediversity n the eglon,

. Maintain and strengthen volunteer particization

. Seirmu labe active privats-ssceor involvemnent.

. Integrate a broader range of siakeholders, includ-
Ing businesses and corstruency organizatios into
bicd tversity cons=reation effors.

. Improve the scientific basis of ecl ogjal

managemeni.

. Increase knowledge of specie, communities, and
ceakbogieal mlationahips and prceass.

. Specify results o be achieved in biodversty and
mcreased sstairabalicy, i ludirg rehable ndics-
tors, baselines, and targets.

- Ewaluisee che resu’es of Resuoration Src marss s

altematives based on data in cader to address those
Alternar b’ affecin oo mrger specisand cemmn-

. Meintain =xistng qualey of publicly cwned . high-
quality nztural areas.

. Protect high-quality nanral areas in private csmer-
ship.

. Mitigate lactors with regathe impacts that eccur

outside ofnaturzl arzasbutwihin their watzrsheds
O LT SO e,

- Rartere mahursl communit se toscalogies] healih.

a. Resstablizh the =cological bealth of detenarating
Ll yual i sainal aveas.

Imnprove 1ll natiral amas, concentrating frst on
e that i bate vt o glula) amd ragiooal

bicdiversiy.
. Provide cormidons that link armas o resded.

. Restore eadogio] processes that susport sustain
abk systens.

. Rerum netural commanities to suflicient size for
wviable animal pepulations by rstorng or recreat-

. Manmage natural commuinities tc sustain

mative bi odiversity.

. Atain grrater apability for ecological manage-
raerit within okl snrriss

. Enzourage sharing of experence ind resources
amang notural sres menagers in diflzren jarisdis
Hioas.

. Banitar woseeey progreaa end ataiua of natural
oomminies.

. Cemonstrane tefeasibiiny of sroescon and resor-
atien in fragmented, humin-dominated land-
sczpes, making use of such tools = prescribed
buming, restoration of hydrdogy, and remraval of
Innashve spec i

d. Diesign educational strateg bes o roeet the nesds of
all audiences at all levels.

&, Reach theae ot eraditanal by invebved weith edues-
tion in natural history or comsera ton.

. Foster a sustainable re lations hip between society

aned natire in the region.

a. Integrmte corservation of biodiersity ints ango-
ing demeloprrent and planning for land use, trans-
portation, and infrs e,

nities
. Clearky identify coracrmticn pricrits

. Develop mgion-wide prrformance sandards and
mcnitaring techriques ot car ke imalemeried by
land manzgers.

. Protect globelly ard regionally important
natural communities.
a. Tdentify priority arses md elements ‘or proection

based onan assessmentof their contri>ution o con-
serving biediversity at global end regional levels.

b Proect highqualicy mtural areas in sufficient
acreage o permil restoration and management for
suskinabdicy.

. Develop citizen avareness and understanding

wllual Lieliveraity b croe sappontasel

participation.

a. Fuon sducaikaal parwesizhipe smog ciliesos,
arganizatons, ad agenies o prome swirenes:.

. Build suticient swareress ol natura. communities
of the region and their globa significanceso that
thes b rne a rerognized pa oF the codnimes of the
rEgiorn.

. Devekp sducational pregrame to promcts broad
beeed understanding of the global significince of
the regior’s natural communites,

Encourage major land users to adopt practices ¢ hat
promcte bicd bersity and is sustainability by inge-
grting the beauy and fursction of nature into our
reighborhood. corparate, and public lanads.

. Encourage inclusion of biodivers ity gamls in lecal
planning and implementacion.

. Tdentfy and address factors that kead to sustainable
s

. Regularly monitor indicators of blodiversity and
=ustaimabiliny throughout the region.

. Suppart and encourage efonts of citizen scentiss
working o conserve biodrersity

. Enrichthe qualicy of thie lives of the region’s citizens.
a. Enharce human health through improved air and

waterquality as well s prorection from flloosd ing by
restoring and maintaining the scological integrty
<of natwral communities,

b Increase opportunites for all citizens to expeneno:
the beauty and mestomtive powers of nature.

. Tdentify serategies that paemate & caname grawth
while sustaining bio diversity

1.1.4 Who are the plan’s
intended audiences?

e primary audieres far the Recevery Flan includes the
thous ands o f siaff members and hundreds of thousands
af members of Chicags Wildemess organizatiors. These
arganizations have accepred responsibilicy for belping
t deFine and achieve the resulis contaired in the plan.

Arptber primary audience is all persons who are respon-
sible far making ar shaping decisions that affect the
region's land use, water-resource management, and bio-
diversity. Included here are lo<al, state, amd federal
elected and appainted affizisls and private swrers of
large properties. Also included s key apinisn shapers
and recognized leaders in the reglon.

A third audience includes all comcermned and active citi-
zers. Thase whia vate, speak out publicly and privately.
and make chicices of many kinds are cracial participanis
in the Chicago Wildemess collaboration. This third awdi-
ence will ke reached primanly through the plan’s com-
perents of public partici pation and education, rather
than through the plan directly.

1.1.5 How shoiild different
awdiences use the plan?

This recovery plan is intentionally boad in scope, out-
linirg, the full mnge of sctions meeded acmss the entine
reglom to comzarve bisdiversity. As 5 carasquance, the
plan is best wiewed as a ool that provicks general direc-
tien and illustrates the types of actions that can be aken
to cormerve biodiversity. The plan & a blueprint far action
and a reference source for ideas. Because sach decision or
action that affects biodiversity waill be made in a specific
local context, and at times local priorities or unavoidable
constraint will suggest a different pach than might be
suggested @ a priority far the antie reglon, the plan is
nat intended as a set of mandates.

Monethekss, the priarites and actions in the plan repre-
=ent o reglonal cors ensus on the ot important iems for
progress an blodiwersity corservation. To be effective,
those making decisions at the local lesel in the region
should corsider caps=fully he sues discussed in the plan
and attempt o address them in their ocan planning
proce sses. Chpe lesson fromn the plan is that the rglon as
awhole can sustain blodivers ity that (s not sustainable
through local action alore. Success in this regard will
anly come If allactors in thie reglon incorparate s bres der
regiomal viess in their own decision-making. and if we
ecooperate aoross kal jurisdictions.

1.2

The vision

Far the peet 200 vessrs, the sauth end af Lake Michigan
has been the setting of a classic dmma. While building
its economic and cultural wealth, Chicago, one of the
nation's largest metropolises, has partially preserved ihe
maturml communities that had developed here since the
retrea t of the: last glacier. apprencimately 10000 years ago.
A the metropal s continues to expand, its natursl riches
ckeclie, Hence the vision:

To establish a broad palicy of benefici al coexistence in
which the region’s matural heritage is preseryed,
improved, and expanded evenasthe metropolis grows,




Podivastty Raovery Flan

Chapier i Aquatk Communikles —Seatus, Nesds, and Coals

15 o simnghy =ncourage rarmlby wegetaresd shorelne
zones particlarly in eritical watersheds, The excep-
tianial lakes ar of particular importance oo e conser-
vatior of the meglon's aquatc biod tersity. Therefore,
rules and regulatiors to limit uses sfthe exeprional
labes @l initigaie negaikes npe s sanautaddidonal
discusicn.

/ Integnte biodiversity concerns into laws.
policizs, and guidelines
State aws, partcularly these dealing with the wse
af pesticides ind herbicides, need io be improvec to
integrite blociversity isues State policies on aguaic-
plant management should ersure that plare manage-
mient soth respects property rights and ecourages
dizerse plani conmianives Guidelies o Lo
planming that recognize biodiversity and improve
waterqualiry should be developed. In general, biodi-
wversity concems nesd to be much more bresdly inocr-
porated into land-use and wastswatertreatment
plans Madel ardinanee for aleenative desslopensni
around lakeshores should be enhancsd and promoed,
and consarvalion sasementsarcundshoreles should
1L D e ) L e TETTE
reflec: blodiversity weeds should be enhanced and
presented to the public. A ddticnally, ChicagoWiloer-
re== should work directly with municipal govern-
ments in lakeareas,

¢ Clarify ambiguous lres relating ic lakes

and thair managemant

Oine particularly problemack legal issue & Hlinos's
water law. Hew this law relutes to water use, owner-
shap, nd menagerment & uncksar and madequeee.
There are numerous kegal interpreations of the las
and this confusion murrenily stands in tie way of
restorative isaues and actiore. It is moommended tac
Chicago Wilderness ake a kading ok inworking to

halp meches e loeus.

and other potentiz | supporters. Revisions to inoen-
tives, programs, kees, and egulatons sheuld thes fal-
lew toget ber warh appropriate pushe heangs.

¥ Increase public imvalvement in like

mamgemeit ard protectizn

There are alreachy a number of voluntee lake moni-
tore mnd smweards, but chair ramkbsn cheuld be
expanded, ot only to increase the amourt of data col-
lected ared the murber of lakes moniored, but aso o
create a broader n=bwork of people knowledgeable
about lakes It is recommended that Chikago Wilder-
et promoe cooperation and conmunkation anong
lakefront cwmners and users. Active lake 1sers nesd o
leam the Full imipacts of their ccllective uses of the
laboem un bisdies siy aed maliee T ook al liois
to their uses. Lake-use plars that cffer a enge of wcre-
atlonal uses consstent with a balaneed, diverss
ecceystem need o be developed. Development of
the=e plans will require the input of knowledgeable
riflwrmand corenmers. Additoral firding fae Fiedi-
verty comservation and nonconsuriptive uses
should be generated, at lesst in part, from consemp-

1 (=

MNewr-shore walers ol
Lake Michigan

Lake Michigan i a vast aquatic ecsysten in s own
right, s ite rear-chars watsre in the Chicage Wildsmism
region function prirmariby zs part of that system. However,
they ar animpartan part of Chicago Wildermess, bath
ini their imnpact on adjposnt sologioal comriunities and
intrirs cally asan imporant ecologial communiiy: Lake
Michigan prevides climatie diversity snd supplies sad o
noursy fis chinging beaches and cunes. The seasonal
and year-toeyear changes inwater leval support lakeshore

FTrrress pnibvic nindrreranch g af ke

biodiversity issues

For thke conservation of lake bicdwersity, the most
Impomant adion 15 1o ba'ance hurman uses wach
ecomysiem constraini. Puble rmcoghition o the value
of laks biodiversity cnd appreciation that akes are a
limited resource vl be important to achieving con-
servation go:ls. Receationil and other human uses
st not ssessd what lakes can sapport As s Pret
step, the negative enAmonmental impacts of develop-
mient, recreaton, anc misus should be doumentsd,
s wvell as thepositve elfect of managemen: pracikes.
Public information ad edwuation should make these
well knowm, particulichy 1o lake assciation members

wemiland v wnit e B vzl e weaie o prorcicks halsi-
tat for many feh and sther aquatic species and are used
by migrating, waterfowd and shorebinds.

KMuch of the sharelinein the Chicago Wildemess ars has
been flled for buildings. parks. anc marinis. eliminat-
ing coastal wetlands. The areas that remain in aear-
origimal condition tend to te beadwes with relatvely
NIgh-eergy Wave Sys0ems and relzively ile ofganic
substrite to support scologial communities. Struchures
installed to protect harbors znd lakefront cevelopment
have in many cases htermupted movemert of sasd or
deflecied it irto dess water where it 15 last fron the
bsach-acurichment procses.

The fish communities are ina state of Aux due to many
changes throughout Lake Michigan. Major factors
Inchade:

= historic irvasion by lamprey and alewife and intro-
duction of Pacific salmon

excessive fish harvest

recent imvasion by mebra mussels, which are changing
abundance and species mix of algee and zcoplankten
fincluding algae that create taste problems in drink-
ing water)

ongolng invasion by gobies and other species

Historic problems with excessive nuirients, acuie tooici by,
and floating materials have been selved. but problems
with persistent toxic substances that bicaccumulare in
Fish are still a problemn for human health, although =fects
in the ecosystern ar: not appar=nt.

Wanton filling of shallow amas and gross pollution has
ended, butcare must be mken not to allow additional fl-
ing and not to allow structures that intermupt currents
and supplies of sand. A major current fishery problem is
the declire of lake perch, which is being addressed by the
feh-managament agencies in the respective States,

There are cpportunites that should be addressed locally
to restore aquatic habitat and bicdiversity in some shel-
tered areas such as harbors, river mouths, and lageons.
Even intensely urban settings offer opportunivies wo cre-
ate incidental habitat while designing projects focused on
other purposes such as shore stabilization or brown-field
redevelopment.

Recommended actions

* Identify information gaps coreeming the Lake
Michigan shoreline in the megion with respect to sur-
wiving habitat, and opportunities far hab it restora-
ticn, so that practical goals can be developed .

Identify key site-specific aquatic habitat restoration
opportunities o support local and lake-wide biodi-
wversity.

Identify site-specific opportunities to provide shore-
line protection that also provides improved habitar,




SUMMARY REFORT

THE STATE OF OUR ‘ e Document condition and
CHicaco WILDERNESS T . . . .
trends in biodiversity

& BEPORT CARD B THE
HENTH OF THE REZENS BODSYRTEVS

e Assess progress in
achieving Biodiversity
Recovery Plan goals




Chicago Wilderness \

Green Infrastruct N
/- j Illinois Beach State Park

Recommendations
include:

*Protection of watersheds
feeding into lake

*Acquisition and
preservation in the upper
watershed

Lake Miokigan

*No new development
within five miles of the
EUG]

Lake Calumet
Region

Recommendations include:

Wetland and prairie restoration

Greenway connections along the Calumet and Grand Calumet Rivers
and to Wolf Lake

Public land acquisition

Industrial redevelopment utilizing conservation design approaches
that fully mitigate hydrologic and water quality impacts.







