
Lake Michigan Fisheries 
Management and HabitatManagement and Habitat





Fisheries ManagementFisheries Management

• recreational sport
• charter
• commercial

• trout and salmon
• yellow perch
• bloater chub
• bass, bluegill, rockbass



Illinois ComprehensiveIllinois Comprehensive 
Wildlife Conservation Plan 

& Strategy (CWCP)

Lake Michigan Key Actions
• No net loss habitat
• Prevent invasive species• Prevent invasive species
• Restore lake trout



O t iCORA

A Joint Strategic Plan 
for OntarioCORA for 

Management 
GLIFWCof 

Great Lakes Fisheries
Wisconsin

OhioIllinois

MinnesotaMichiganIndiana PennsylvaniaNew YorkGreat Lakes Fishery Commission



• Salmonine objective
• Planktivore objective
• Inshore fish objective
• Benthivore objective
• Sea lamprey objective
• Other species p

objective
• Physical/chemical 

habitat objective



Physical/chemical 
habitat objectivehabitat objective

P t t d h d h bilit t• Protect and enhance and rehabilitate
• No net loss habitat with emphasis on 

historic riverine habitats
• Reduction and elimination of toxic 

chemicals



• Tributary areas
• Coastal wetlands
• Reefs
• Nearshore habitats
• Fish community
• Water qualityq y



EO #1 – Protecting and restoring g g
connectivity and quality tributary 
spawning and nursery habitatsspawning and nursery habitats

Wh t i di t t hi i FCO• What impediments to achieving FCOs
• What available habitats and condition
• What impacted species
• Information and research needsInformation and research needs

http://www.glfc.org/lakecom/lmc/lmenvironobj.pdf



SummarySummary
• Each lake & state different• Each lake & state different
• Little natural shoreline interface
• Little information on offshore habitat
• Habitat modification difficult $$$• Habitat modification difficult, $$$
• Lake Michigan very perturbed system
• Managed for naturalized species






