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No other region in the province or country has:
– the highest biodiversity
– a greater number of significant (rare) species 

(240 Federally or Provincially rare species of 
plants or animals)

Other environmental benefits e.g., water quality
Economic benefits e.g., commercial and sport 
fishing, reduced purification costs, ecotourism 
Key quality of life indicator with implications for 
community pride, business investment, etc.

No other region in the province or country has:
– the highest biodiversity
– a greater number of significant (rare) species 

(240 Federally or Provincially rare species of 
plants or animals)

Other environmental benefits e.g., water quality
Economic benefits e.g., commercial and sport 
fishing, reduced purification costs, ecotourism 
Key quality of life indicator with implications for 
community pride, business investment, etc.



Biodiversity Conservation StrategyBiodiversity Conservation StrategyBiodiversity Conservation Strategy

Recognition that 12% natural areas 
coverage is appropriate
Broad support amongst many partners to 
develop a habitat restoration guideance 
document
Work commenced in 1996

Recognition that 12% natural areas 
coverage is appropriate
Broad support amongst many partners to 
develop a habitat restoration guideance 
document
Work commenced in 1996



Partners (Funding & Technical 
Committee)
Partners (Funding & Technical Partners (Funding & Technical 
Committee)Committee)

Essex Region Conservation Authority
Environment Canada
Ducks Unlimited Canada
Point Pelee National Park
Human Resources Development Canada
Essex County Stewardship Network
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
University of Windsor
Essex County Field Naturalists Club

………….. And many others

Essex Region Conservation Authority
Environment Canada
Ducks Unlimited Canada
Point Pelee National Park
Human Resources Development Canada
Essex County Stewardship Network
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
University of Windsor
Essex County Field Naturalists Club

………….. And many others





Purpose of BCSPurpose of BCSPurpose of BCS

To map the location and extent of existing 
natural vegetation e.g., forest, wetland and 
riparian
Prioritize opportunities for habitat 
restoration and enhancement through the 
application of accepted ecological 
principles
– create and improve linkages between existing 

natural areas
– create larger contiguous areas

To map the location and extent of existing 
natural vegetation e.g., forest, wetland and 
riparian
Prioritize opportunities for habitat 
restoration and enhancement through the 
application of accepted ecological 
principles
– create and improve linkages between existing 

natural areas
– create larger contiguous areas



Purpose of BCS (continued)Purpose of BCS (continued)Purpose of BCS (continued)

Overall objective is to increase the size, 
extent, and quality of key natural heritage 
features, including linkages, to improve 
ecosystem diversity and ecological 
functions

Overall objective is to increase the size, 
extent, and quality of key natural heritage 
features, including linkages, to improve 
ecosystem diversity and ecological 
functions



BCS and DelistingBCS and DelistingBCS and Delisting

BCS addresses several BUIs, including loss of 
fish and wildlife habitat, and degradation of 
aesthetics, plus indirect benefits to other BUIs
Because the BCS is based on restoring full 
ecosystem function to a variety of habitat types 
and their populations throughout the Detroit 
River sub-watersheds, successful 
implementation of the Strategy can be expected 
to lead to delisting.
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Size: At least one 200 ha (500 ac) forest 
patch
Forest shape and proximity to other areas:  
circular or square in shape and in close 
proximity to adjacent patches (within 2 km or 
1.2 mi)
Incorporate corridors
Assure forest quality through diversity
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10% of any watershed
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adjacent to wetlands would be optimal
Headwater swamps and on-stream or 
floodplain marshes and swamps are the 
preferred locations
Wetland shape should be regular for 
swamps (interior habitat) and irregular for 
marshes (edge)
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Integrate with other efforts (LaMP, 
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