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Planning and Implementing Planning and Implementing 
Fish and Wildlife Fish and Wildlife 

Habitat AssessmentsHabitat Assessments



Primary Goals/UsesPrimary Goals/Uses

Assess current status of fish and wildlife Assess current status of fish and wildlife 
habitatshabitats
Facilitate establishing measurable restoration Facilitate establishing measurable restoration 
targetstargets
Provide baseline information to Provide baseline information to ““measuremeasure””
success of restoration effortssuccess of restoration efforts



Muskegon Lake and White LakeMuskegon Lake and White Lake
Habitat AssessmentHabitat Assessment

MCD secured funding and requested MCD secured funding and requested 
proposalsproposals
Proposals were submitted and funding Proposals were submitted and funding 
awardedawarded
Project was completed Project was completed 
Reports and GIS products were submitted to Reports and GIS products were submitted to 
MCDMCD



PlanningPlanning
PartnershipsPartnerships

Local agencies (e.g. MCD)Local agencies (e.g. MCD)
Local groups (e.g. fishing groups, Local groups (e.g. fishing groups, 
Audubon)Audubon)
Fish and wildlife biologistsFish and wildlife biologists
GIS specialistsGIS specialists



PartnershipsPartnerships
Local agenciesLocal agencies

Familiar with AOC Familiar with AOC 
Good connection with local groupsGood connection with local groups
Familiar with funding sourcesFamiliar with funding sources
Help set targetsHelp set targets



PartnershipsPartnerships
Local groupsLocal groups

Familiar with the AOCFamiliar with the AOC
Very good source of information regarding Very good source of information regarding 
fish and wildlifefish and wildlife
Possible source of fundingPossible source of funding
Help set targetsHelp set targets



PartnershipsPartnerships
Fish and wildlife biologistsFish and wildlife biologists

Knowledge of fish and wildlife habitat Knowledge of fish and wildlife habitat 
assessmentsassessments
Knowledge of factors that influence habitat Knowledge of factors that influence habitat 
qualityquality
Help set targetsHelp set targets



PartnershipsPartnerships
GIS specialistsGIS specialists

Organize informationOrganize information
Builds on available GIS information layersBuilds on available GIS information layers
Makes habitat information very accessibleMakes habitat information very accessible









Implementing Habitat Implementing Habitat 
AssessmentsAssessments

TradeTrade--offsoffs
FundingFunding
Size of AOCSize of AOC
Level of detail desiredLevel of detail desired

Recall Recall -- ““measuremeasure”” success of restoration success of restoration 
effortsefforts


