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About the GLIN Online Circle Tour

o Through the Commission-managed Great Lakes
Information Network (GLIN: www.great-lakes.net),
tourists with inquiries can access basic maps and
links to major points of interest

o “Tourism / Circle Tour” is one of six primary sections
on the Great Lakes Information Network; others
include Great Lakes, Environment, Economy,
Education, and Maps/GIS

o The Circle Tour section on GLIN is extremely
popular, averaging 200,000 “hits” per month
(for all pages)
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Aspecial report on fall color routes in five states around the Great Lakes region.
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A special report on fall color routes in five states around the Great Lakes region.

Annual September Adopt-a- Bea cl h Event

ance for the Great La

Take partin this one-day event that works to rid shorelines and waterways of trash.
The shoreline cleanup takes place Saturday, September 17, 2005, 9 a.m. to noon on
beaches and tributaries along Great Lakes coastal areas in Michigan and lllinois.
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e Many successful
state/provincial tourism
campaigns exist, but there is
limited marketing of the entire
five-lake tour; the Great Lakes
Commission (i.e., GLIN) is the
only regional voice for the Tour

e The Commiission fields
hundreds of Circle Tour inquiries
per year via email and phone

e Most-requested items: Maps,
guidebooks, photos and traveler
reviews




Proposed new tools for marketing the
Circle Tour

The Commission proposes two, large-scale products:

An interactive, multimedia Circle Tour experience online.
This “virtual” Circle Tour would include maps (customizable by
user); images and brief descriptions of natural and cultural
attractions; suggested seasonal mini-tours; and more

A comprehensive guidebook and laminated pocket map.
The guidebook would mirror the content of the online multimedia
Tour but be portable for use on the road. Vacationers will be able to
track their route and Tour highlights on a pullout map. Focus on
historical highlights of Circle Tour locales, annual local and regional
events and photos.
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