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Fish Sampling & Assessment Recommendations:

a. Existing GLCWC protocol for fyke netting in wetlands; vegetated areas where available [include fish TL measurements] 

i) if suitable vegetated areas exist, use the Typha or Schoenoplectis Uzarski-Burton IBIs


ii) if different (shoreline/unvegetated), use an alternative indicator (Bhagat et al.; Chow Fraser; 

•  commit to comparing different methods (Bhagat, Chow Fraser; or Howe approaches)

b. adapt existing data/methodology to develop  protocols for electrofishing

c. develop explicit, list of covariates needed to determine which IBI or indicator should be used (incorporate into protocols)

d. Where GLEI basinwide stressor gradient is available (in progress  for lower Lakes), plot all existing fyke neg data against full GLEI stressors to evaluate limits of predictability 

Zoobenthos Sampling & Assessment Recommendations:

a. Existing GLCWC protocol for zoobenthic sampling in wetlands; vegetated areas where available

Various sampling methods exist [itemize], but D-net sampling with field picking and lab identification is most recommended;

b. if vegetated areas exist, use the 4 vegetation zones; otherwise sample sites with depths equivalent to vegetated (either GLEI type locations or ‘groomed’ wetlands); 

i) if suitable vegetated areas exist, use the Uzarski-Burton IBIs


ii) if different (shoreline/unvegetated), use an alternative indicator (Bhagat et al.; Chow Fraser; 

•  commit to comparing different methods in future research opportunities

c. measure all covariates needed to determine which (ecoregion, vegetation-specific, wetland-type specific) IBI or indicator should ultimately be used;

d. Where GLEI basinwide stressor gradients exist, plot all existing benthic data against full GLEI stressors & evaluate limits of predictability

d. Develop protocols for disposition of voucher specimens; confirmation of identity, etc.

e. Review variance partitioning of among-wetland vs. within wetland replication to improve sampling power recommendations.

General Recommendation: To help delineate and recommend bounds of applicability, each GLCWC indicator/IBI should be plotted against a common stressor gradient that describes the full range of basinwide stress.

