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City of Oshkosh, 
Riverside Park Expansion Project

former Wisconsin Public Service Property

Wisconsin Public Service Site - circa 1940’s

SITE HISTORY

The former WPS 
property was an MGP 
site from the 1870s to 
1946.  

The plant used the 
retort coal/gas 
production method 
and in the 1920s the 
productions of gas 
switched to the 
carburetted water gas 
process.  

Furniture factory, 
railroad spur, and 
lumber storage areas 
did occupy the 
eastern half of the 
property from 1890’s 
to the early 1900’s.  

During the early and 
mid-1900’s the entire 
property was utilized 
by WPS.
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Expansion of Riverside Park…a Project 
which was Years in the Making!

• July 1980 the project area was identified as part of 
the Oshkosh Centre Redevelopment Area

• 1993 Comprehensive Plan identified the project 
area as a park expansion

• October 2000 Downtown Action Plan re-
emphasized the development of a park expansion

• 2001 Study completed for Convention Center 
(adjacent to existing Riverside Park)

• December 2003 - WPS property purchased by the 
City

Site during remediation by WPS, April 2002
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Concept Master  
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Project Funding—
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Project Funding

Public
55%

Grants
7%

Private
38%

City/C.I.P. 3,985,000$   
EPA Assessment Grant 59,895$        
EPA Cleanup Grant 200,000$      
DNR Greenspace Grant 200,000$      
CDBG (trees/streetscaping) 25,000$        
"Releaf" funds 10,000$        
Leach Foundation (Amphitheater) 951,042$      
Private 1,800,000$   

Total 7,230,937$   

Estimated economic returns

• To the City…From the contract with the 
event manager, $30,000 or 10% of gross 
revenues whichever is greater on an annual 
basis

• Other details are currently being negotiated 
with the event manager (PMI from Green 
Bay)
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Site Currently 
Under 

Construction, 
3/24/05

Site Currently Under Construction, 3/24/05
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