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River Revitalization 
Foundation

Kimberly Gleffe, Executive Director

• Waterfront 
Redevelopment 
Conference

• April 13, 2005
• Milwaukee River 

case study
• Photo credit: Glen Bernard, Canoe & 

Kayak Magazine

• Founded in 1994 as 
a nonprofit 
conservation 
organization to 
implement the 
Riverway Plan

• Kiwanis, Rotary 
Club and community 
board members

• Now serving as 
Milwaukee’s urban 
rivers land trust

• Photo credit: Mark Williams, Big 
Dog Photography
Milwaukee River in Glendale WI
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• Our mission is to 
establish an urban 
parkway for public 
access, walkways, 
recreation and 
education, bordering 
the Milwaukee, 
Menomonee and 
Kinnickinnic Rivers; 
to use the rivers to 
revitalize 
surrounding 
neighborhoods; and 
to improve water 
quality.

• The Riverway Plan
is our guiding 
document (1991)

• Main objective: to 
create a greenway 
along the river 
increasing public 
access and 
connectivity.
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Our Partners

• Friends of 
Milwaukee’s Rivers

• WDNR
• Milwaukee County 

Parks
• City of Milwaukee
• National Park 

Service, Rivers and 
Trails

• MMSD Greenseams

Milwaukee Urban Water Trail

The goal is to help 
the citizens of 
Milwaukee gain 
safe and legal 
access to the 
Milwaukee, 
Menomonee, and
Kinnickinnic Rivers
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• RRF larger 
project area 
bounded by 
Capitol Drive 
downstream to 
North Avenue

• West and East 
bank bike and 
pedestrian trails

• Land acquisition

• Our current project 
area (the “Beerline
Loop”) bounded 
by Gordon Park, 
Riverside Park, 
Caesar’s Park, 
and the old North 
Avenue dam; 
upstream from 
downtown
Riverwalk
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