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The Baraboo River

•120 mile length

•420,000 acre watershed - 655 square miles

•383 cfs average flow

•total fall 150 feet, 50 foot drop in city of Baraboo 
area

•Ocoochery “plenty of fish”

•lake sturgeon reported until 1900

•early community named “Baraboo Rapids”

•early 1900’s 11 dams on the river
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Partners
•City of Baraboo

•Sauk County Land Conservation Department 

•WI DNR

•UWEX

•Baraboo River Canoe Club

•River Alliance

•Citizens for Waterfront Revitalization

•Kiwanis

•Alliant Energy

•International Crane Foundation

•Sand County Foundation

•US Fish and Wildlife Service

•UW Madison

•UW Stevens Point

Annual 
River 
Cleanup
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Vision
• “To see public and private partners working together to 

create an environment along the downtown Baraboo River 
Corridor that will benefit Baraboo residents and visitors 
alike.”

Mission
“To create an awareness of, beautify, and 

revitalize the downtown Baraboo River corridor.”

Planning Process
• Obtained River Planning Grant 
• Formed Planning Committee.
• Hired professional planner.
• Held workshop with speakers and solicited input 

from attendees on issues and opportunities facing 
river.

• Held on-site tours and discussions.
• Prepared draft plan.
• Held workshop update.
• Finalized Strategic Plan plan.
• Adopted by 4 impacted municipalities.
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Plan Highlights

• River Identity/Existing Conditions 
• River Education 
• River Recreation
• Water Quality/River Protection
• Economic Development/Redevelopment
• Public Policy
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Need shore planting photo

Native plantings
•Alliant Energy

•Sauk County Land Conservation

•International Crane Foundation

Buckthorn 
Removal Project

•Baraboo Kiwanis
•Baraboo River Canoe Club
•Citizen’s for Waterfront Revitalization
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Baraboo Riverwalk
•Baraboo Kiwanis
•City of Baraboo
•Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources
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Fish migration study
• Lake Sturgeon
• Northern Pike
• Carp
• Quillback
• White Sucker
• Silver Redhorse
• Shorthead Redhorse
• Channel Catfish

• Flathead Catfish
• White Bass
• Smallmouth Bass
• Black Crappie
• Sauger
• Walleye
• Freshwater Drum
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A better river for 
everyone………..…
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…for people,

…for fish,



26

………and for wildlife!


