


About GLOS – the Great Lakes 
node of the Integrated Ocean 
Observing System

The Great Lakes Observing System (GLOS) is dedicated to pro-
viding public access to critical real-time and archived informa-
tion about the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River and their intercon-
necting waterways for use in managing, safeguarding and under-
standing these immensely valuable binational resources. Data, in-
formation and knowledge about the system is being drawn from 
numerous sources, consolidated and then made available to meet 
the needs of many communities, including resource managers, 
researchers, educators, commercial shippers, recreational boaters, 
beach users and homeland security interests.  

GLOS is a cooperative activity of many U.S. federal and state  
agencies as well as academic institutions, nongovernmental 
organizations and commercial interests across the region. The 
development of GLOS is also engaging Canadian federal agen-
cies and provincial ministries.  

A nonprofit corporation with an elected board of directors, the 
GLOS Regional Association (GLOS-RA) governs and guides the 
system to ensure that stakeholder needs are met and that opti-
mal information-gathering tools are in place and secure.

GLOS
Great Lakes Observing System

Want to Stay Informed?
 
If you’re interested in obtaining further information about GLOS, send an email to owner-glos-rig@great-lakes.net and you will 
be added to the GLOS Regional Interest Group to receive periodic updates.

GLOS is one of 11 regional associations that form the U.S. 
Integrated Ocean Observing System.

What is IOOS?
The Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) is an 
interagency, cooperative effort based on a sustained network of 
buoys, ships, satellites, underwater vehicles and other platforms 
that routinely collect real-time data and manage historical 
information. These data are needed for rapid detection and 
timely prediction of changes in our nation’s coastal waters, 
including the Great Lakes. 

This sustained network of observations contributes to more 
rapid advances in the marine and Great Lakes sciences. IOOS 
processes and disseminates the data under one umbrella for 
broad public access. For further information, see www.ocean.us.

IOOS is designed to provide data required by decisionmakers, 
researchers and educators to address the following goals:
	 •	 Improve predictions of climate change and weather  
		  effects
	 •	 Improve the safety and efficiency of coastal and marine  
		  operations
	 •	 Ensure national security
	 •	 Manage resources for sustainable use
	 •	 Preserve health and restore degraded coastal ecosystems
	 •	 Mitigate effects of natural hazards
	 •	 Minimize public health risks
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