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Efforts to “Restore the Greatness” of the world’s greatest freshwater resource are 
building momentum, as clearly demonstrated by the recent Great Lakes Day in Wash-
ington annual congressional event. 

A record attendance on March 3 helped make the 2004 Great Lakes Day – under the 
theme “Restore the Greatness: Moving Forward!” – one of the most successful ever. 
More than 140 Great Lakes leaders, including many members of Congress and their 
staffs, turned out to focus on the critical stewardship needs for the restoration, protec-
tion and sustainable use of the resources of the Great Lakes ecosystem.

The day opened with the Congressional Breakfast, co-sponsored by the Great Lakes 
Commission and the Northeast-Midwest Institute. Sen. Mike DeWine (Ohio), co-
chair of the Great Lakes Task Force and a 
frequent speaker at the event, set the tone 
for the day when he predicted that efforts 
to forge a shared vision for the future of the 
Great Lakes are about to pay off in actions 
and benefits.

“Over the past two years, the hard work 
of so many of you in this room has brought 
about an important change in the region, 
a change that I think is going to enable us 
to finally get the attention that the Great 
Lakes deserve,” he said. “The region’s con-
gressional delegation, governors, mayors, 
environmental organizations and dedicated citizens have come together to begin to 
formulate a plan for restoring the Great Lakes.” 

He noted that the lack of such a vision had hampered efforts to build support for Great 
Lakes initiatives in the past, but that a clear set of goals has now emerged to address 
such issues as  invasive species, wetlands, contaminated sediments and habitats.

Rep. Thomas Reynolds (26th Dist., N.Y. ) noted that Congress has approved $15 bil-
lion for environmental restoration for the Everglades and Chesapeake Bay, but has yet 
to commit to a broad-based Great Lakes initiative.

“The Great Lakes need more than help,” he said. “They need money.”
The goals cited by Sen. DeWine dovetail with the themes of the Great Lakes Com-

mission’s 2004 Great Lakes Program to Ensure Environmental and Economic Prosperity, released 
at the Commission-sponsored  Congressional Issues Briefing, the day’s second event. 
This annual summary of the legislative and appropriations priorities of the Commis-
sion’s member states is built around seven goals the Commission views as essential to 

Interest builds in restoration initiative

Record attendance at Great Lakes Day in Washington

“Over the past two years, 
the hard work of so many of 
you in this room has brought 

about an important change 
in the region, a change that I 
think is going to enable us to 
finally get the attention that 

the Great Lakes deserve.”
– Sen. Mike DeWine

http://www.glc.org/ans/ansupdate/
http://www.glc.org/restore/
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Commission News & Views
From the desk of the president/CEO...
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member interests.
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The power of persuasion

The old adage that “knowledge is power” 
is one of those universal truths that few 
are inclined to question. In my view, 
however, this statement needs to be care-
fully qualified. The mere existence of 
knowledge has no power associated with 
it. Power is derived from the application of 
knowledge.

This distinction may be a nuance for 
many, but for the Great Lakes Commis-
sion it is everything. Data and informa-
tion – and what we do with it – is our 
lifeblood. We have no regulatory author-
ity or enforcement powers, and we can’t 
compel our members 
– or anyone else for 
that matter – to act 
in a certain way. We 
rely entirely upon our 
power of persuasion 
–  as an honest broker of research, policy 
analysis and management innovation – to 
effect change. Our goal, on so many issues, 
is to place data, information and analysis 
on the “decisionmaking table,” pull up a 
chair for every interested party, and facili-
tate an informed outcome, whether it be 
consensus or a clear articulation of differ-
ing views.

The honest broker function is no simple 
task, particularly in an era where legiti-
mate research is too often obfuscated 
by what is popularly referred to as junk 
or advocacy science, a form of research 
that conveniently spins the facts to suit 
predetermined outcomes. Even Albert 
Einstein once said (tongue in cheek, we 
hope), “If the facts don’t fit the theory, 
change the facts.”

Anyone who has followed the evolu-
tion of the Great Lakes Commission over 
the past decade is aware of the profound 
changes that have taken place. Our once-
small “policy shop” has helped usher 
basin governance into the Information 
Age. Data and information management is 

a large and growing function, a pervasive 
activity that involves literally every aspect 
of our work. Providing technical assis-
tance and decision support to a diverse 
set of partners, and on an equally diverse 
set of topics, is our stock-in-trade. So is 
communication. The Great Lakes Infor-
mation Network (GLIN), for example, 
averages two visitors every second, day-
in-and-day-out, over the course of the 
year.

Even a cursory review of the Commission’s 
project portfolio testifies to the organiza-
tion’s institutional niche at the crossroads 

of science, policy and 
management. Water 
withdrawal and use … 
air quality … land use 
… wetlands health … 
maritime transporta-

tion … observing systems … aquatic nui-
sance species … oil and hazardous material 
spills. These are but a few of the issue areas 
where the Great Lakes Commission is 
called upon to provide the data, informa-
tion and analysis which members and part-
ners rely upon.  In providing it, accuracy 
and objectivity are of paramount impor-
tance. In fact, these very words appear in 
our mission statement!

We’re hard at work building capacity 
for decision support. Dimensions include 
staffing, training, equipment, project 
design and quality assurance. All these 
efforts relate back to the guiding principles 
of accuracy and objectivity. The resultant 
knowledge does, indeed, translate into 
power: the power for our members and 
partners to make sound decisions on the 
sustainable use, management and protec-
tion of this great resource.

“Data and information –
 and what we do with it –

 is our lifeblood.” 
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2004 Annual 
Meeting, SOLEC 
to pair up

This fall will feature 
another “twin bill” on 
Great Lakes protection 
and restoration as 
the 2004 Great Lakes 
Commission Annual 
Meeting and SOLEC 2004 
are held consecutively 
in Toronto, Ontario! The 
Commission meeting will 
be Oct. 5 at Toronto’s 
Delta Chelsea Hotel, 
and will be immediately 
followed Oct. 6-8 by 
the biennial State of 
the Lakes Ecosystem 
Conference, hosted by 
U.S. EPA and Environment 
Canada, at the same 
location. Respective 
contacts: Mike Donahue, 
mdonahue@glc.org and 
SOLEC@ec.gc.ca

Commission Briefs

An ongoing series of public workshops to 
assist the Great Lakes governors in refining and 
advancing restoration and protection priorities is 
drawing an enthusiastic response and a wealth of 
valuable advice.  

The workshops provide the region’s stakehold-
ers an opportunity to weigh in on the Council of 
Great Lakes Governors’ nine restoration priori-
ties, presented to Congress last October. A part-
nership among the Great Lakes Commission, 
regional Sea Grant programs and the governor’s 
offices of the host states, they have already gener-
ated an impressive number of recommendations 
for state-specific restoration opportunities and 
strategies to pursue them. Funding is provided 
by the National Sea Grant Office.

Eric Obert, of Pennsylvania Sea Grant, said  he 
was overwhelmed by the level of participation at 
the Feb. 25 meeting in Erie, Pa.  More than 300 
participants have attended the three workshops 
to date, including one in Ohio on Feb. 24 and 
another in Michigan last fall.

“This demonstrates to us that there is commit-
ment across the board, across all walks of life,” 
Obert said. “It also shows how important Lake 
Erie is to the quality of our lives, whether for 

supporting our livelihood, for recreation or for 
the water and other resources that sustain us.”

New York Sea Grant and multiple partners, 
including the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, were scheduled 
to conduct a workshop April 27 in Rochester, 
shortly after this issue went to press. Illinois/
Indiana Sea Grant is making plans for a work-
shop soon thereafter, and dates and locations 
for events in Wisconsin and Minnesota will be 
announced soon.

“Restoration planning is inherently a commu-
nity-wide and consensus-based activity,” said 
Mike Donahue, president/CEO of the Great 
Lakes Commission. “This process has demon-
strated the power of partnerships, and will help 
influence actions and decisions from the local to 
basinwide level.”

The series will culminate in a synthesis event, 
at which state-specific findings will be reviewed 
in a basinwide context. 

Details on past and upcoming workshops, 
including programs and proceedings, are avail-
able at www.glc.org/restwkshp.  Contact: Mike 
Donahue, mdonahue@glc.org; or Jon Dettling, 
dettling@glc.org

Public helps shape ecosystem restoration agenda

In August 2003, a diverse group with a shared 
interest in the Great Lakes Information Network 
(GLIN) met at the Wingspread Conference 
Center in Racine, Wis. Hosted by The Johnson 
Foundation, the event highlighted the value of 
GLIN and the important role it will play in the 
years ahead as a regional data repository and 
information-sharing tool for advancing Great 
Lakes restoration and protection efforts.

The final report from this event is now avail-
able, and includes a vision and five-year strategic 
plan for GLIN. The plan’s four sections focus on 
partnerships and management, content and ser-
vices, usability, and sustainability. The report is 
available at www.glin.net/about/wingspread

One key outcome of the event was recognition 
of an inherent need to coordinate the diverse data 

holdings, information access systems, computer 
models and decision support tools that address 
Great Lakes – St. Lawrence River resource man-
agement. To help meet this 
need, a large-scale regional 
data exchange conference is 
tentatively planned for this 
fall in Detroit, Mich. With 
a focus on integrated and 
interoperable regional infor-
mation systems, the target 
audience will be federal, 
state/provincial and academic 
information technology pro-
fessionals and data users. Con-
tact: Christine Manninen, 
manninen@glc.org

GLIN looks to future

Scott Painter, of Environment Canada’s Ontario 
Region, confers with Lori Cary-Kothera of the NOAA 

Coastal Services Center at the GLIN Wingspread 
conference last summer.

mailto:mdonahue@glc.org
mailto:dettling@glc.org
http://www.glin.net/about/wingspread
mailto:manninen@glc.org
http://www.glc.org/restwkshp
mailto:SOLEC@ec.gc.ca
mailto:mdonahue@glc.org


4     Advisor • March/April 2004 www.glc.org  March/April 2004 • Advisor     5www.glc.org

Commission Briefs

m
ark your calendar

2004 Semiannual 
Meeting of the Great 
Lakes Commission/ 
Actions Toward a 
Sustainable Great 
Lakes Conference
May 3-6, 2004
Cleveland, Ohio

International Assoc. 
for  Great Lakes 
Research (IAGLR)  
2004 Conference
May 24-28, 2004
Waterloo, Ontario

International 
Assoc. of Great Lakes 
and St. Lawrence 
Mayors Conference
July 14-16, 2004 
Chicago, Ill.

More than three dozen resource management 
professionals gathered in Ann Arbor, Mich., in 
early March for strategic discussions on reducing 
soil erosion and sedimentation throughout the 
Great Lakes basin.

The all-day workshop, held at the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Great Lakes Science Center, 
offered participants a better understanding of 
current soil conservation and sediment reduction 
initiatives within the Great Lakes basin. Workshop 
goals also included identifying tools, research 
and processes to achieve sediment reduction 
throughout the region, as well as opportunities 
for effective coordination and collaboration. 

Attendees included resource management 
professionals from federal, state and local 
government agencies; non-governmental 
organizations; academia; and the private 
sector. The workshop was co-sponsored by the 
Great Lakes Commission, U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers and the National Association of 
Conservation Districts’ Great Lakes Committee. 

Presentations addressed the use of applied 
research as a tool for assessing soil erosion 
and sedimentation. Indiana’s St. Joseph River 
watershed provided a case study of strategic 
collaboration among soil conservation and 
monitoring programs. Attendees participated 
in small breakout groups addressing such topics 
as developing regional sediment reduction 
goals; tools and methodologies for achieving 
these goals; data and information needs; and 
collaborative ventures. 

Workshop participants recommended that 
a  regional task force be established to identify  
actions to reduce sediment within the basin. 
Workshop proceedings will be released 
later this spring. Contact: Laura Kaminski, 
laurak@glc.org

Workshop aims for basinwide collaboration on sediment reduction

The Great Lakes and the Baltic Sea regions 
face many of the same issues when it comes to 
controlling the threat from aquatic invasive spe-
cies. That’s why the Great Lakes Commission 
facilitated a workshop this spring that brought 
together experts from both regions to share 
expertise and identify opportunities for inter-
regional cooperation.

The Baltic Sea-Great Lakes Workshop on 
Aquatic Invasive Species, April 27-29 in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., brought together representatives 
from the United States, Canada, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Finland, Norway, 
Sweden and Russia to discuss research and man-
agement approaches. The workshop was spon-
sored by the Baltic Sea-Great Lakes Fellowship 
Program, which is managed by the Commission 
with funding from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

The invasive species issue has been a major 
theme of the fellowship program, an outcome 
of the Northern European Initiative (NEI) led 

by the U.S. State Department. The NEI was 
established in 1997 to strengthen relations and 
cooperation among the states of the Baltic region, 
the United States and the European Union. 

An important goal of the workshop was to iden-
tify opportunities for multilateral cooperation 
that could leverage funding in both the Baltic and 
Great Lakes regions. Future cooperative efforts 
could help develop early detection, warning and 
vulnerability assessment tools and identify other 
areas for scientific and management exchange.

The workshop was immediately preceded by a 
meeting of the Great Lakes Panel on Aquatic Nui-
sance Species, April 26-27 in Ann Arbor. Open-
ing ceremonies for the workshop were co-hosted 
by the International Joint Commission (IJC) and 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission, with welcom-
ing remarks by the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, chair of 
the Canadian Section of the IJC. 

For more information, contact: Jon Mac-
Donagh-Dumler, jonmacd@glc.org

International experts join forces against invasive species

mailto:jonmacd@glc.org
mailto:laurak@glc.org
http://www.glc.org/meeting
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the restoration, protection and sustainable use of 
Great Lakes basin natural resources:

• Cleaning up toxic hot spots
• Shutting the door on invasive species
• Controlling nonpoint source pollution
• Restoring and conserving our wetlands and 

critical coastal habitat

• Ensuring the sustainable use of our water 
resources

• Strengthening our decision support capability
• Enhancing the commercial and recreational 

value of our waterways
Each goal, in turn, is supported by specific 

measures the Commission is recommending to 
Congress this year in pursuit of these objectives.

The 2004 Great Lakes Program is featured as an 
insert in this issue of the Advisor and is available 
online at www.glc.org/restore

Introduced by Commission Vice Chair Tom 
Huntley, the Great Lakes Program forms the basis 
for the Commission’s advocacy efforts on behalf 
of the Great Lakes region and its member states 
over the coming year. It also provides a basis for 
building regional partnerships and contributes to 
efforts to achieve a large-scale ecosystem resto-
ration and protection program. 

Legislation introduced in the U.S. Senate (S. 
1398) and House (H.R. 2720) by members of 
the Great Lakes Congressional Delegation incor-

porate many aspects of the Great Lakes Program 
and have generated significant interest and 
support in the region. Both entail multibillion-
dollar funds to advance restoration efforts.

Speaking at the Congressional Breakfast, Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow (Mich.) called the bills a 
priority for this session, adding she would also 

seek a ban on Great Lakes oil and 
gas drilling. Cleveland Mayor Jane 
Campbell shared her perspectives as 
the leader of one of the major cities 
on the Great Lakes, noting that the 
involvement of the region’s local 
leadership in any restoration pro-
gram is critical to its success. 

The Great Lakes Issues Briefing 
featured senior officials of agencies 
with significant Great Lakes man-
agement responsibilities reporting 
on major issues, such as strategies 
for regional water use management 
under Annex 2001, the National 
Aquatic Invasive Species Act and 
advancing restoration efforts under 

the binational Great Lakes Water Quality 
Agreement. 

Speakers included Commission Chair 
Sam Speck, director of 
the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources; Ken 
DeBeaussaert, director of 
Michigan’s Office of the 
Great Lakes and chair of the 
Commission’s Michigan Del-
egation; Tom Skinner, direc-
tor of the U.S. Environemtal 
Protection Agency’s Region 
5; and John Mills, director 
general of the Ontario Region 
for Environment Canada. In 
addition, congressional staff 
Brian Mormino and Kenneth 
Kopocis shared their perspec-
tives on how to achieve Great 
Lakes legislative priorities. 

Contact: Mike Donahue, mdonahue@glc.org

1999, 2000 regional 
water use data 
now available 

The 1999 and 2000 
reports of the Great 
Lakes Regional Water Use 
Database Repository are 
now available from the 
Great Lakes Commission. 
Based upon data collected 
by the Great Lakes states 
and provinces, the reports 
detail water uses within 
the Great Lakes-St. Law-
rence system by category 
of use, jurisdiction and 
major basins. Unique to 
the binational region, this 
reporting service has been 
provided by the Commis-
sion since 1989 in support 
of the Council of Great 
Lakes Governors. For 
copies, contact Marilyn 
Ratliff, mratliff@glc.org  
Data from both reports 
is available online via 
the Regional Water Use 
Database (www.glc.org/
wateruse/database).

Sen. Mike DeWine (OH) addresses the Great Lakes Congressional Break-
fast. At right are Sen. Debbie Stabenow (MI) and the Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, 
chair of the Canadian Section of the International Joint Commission.

Rep. Steven LaTourette (14th Dist. Ohio) confers 
with Cleveland Mayor Jane Campell at the 
Great Lakes Congressional Breakfast. At left is 
Chris Jones, director of the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Great Lakes Day (continued from page 1)

http://www.glc.org/restore
mailto:mratliff@glc.org
http://www.glc.org/wateruse/database
http://www.glc.org/wateruse/database
mailto:mdonahue@glc.org
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Five new Commissioners and a new delegation 
chair have been appointed by their respective 
state authorities to posts on the Great Lakes 
Commission.

In Wisconsin, Gov. Jim Doyle has appointed 
Ashland Mayor Fred Schnook and state Sen. 

David Hansen to the Com-
mission, the latter effective 
May 5. Gov. Doyle also 
named Commissioner Todd 
Ambs as delegation chair. 
Ambs is administrator of 
the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(WDNR) Water Division.

Renee Cipriano, director 
of the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(IEPA), and Jack Lavin, 
director of the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportu-
nity, were named by Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich to repre-
sent their state. 

Curtis Hertel, execu-
tive director of the 
Detroit-Wayne County 
Port Authority, has been 
appointed to the Michigan 
Delegation by state Rep. 
Rick Johnson, Speaker of 
the House. Michigan law 
empowers the Speaker to 
appoint one of the state’s 
five members.

Sen. Hansen was elected 
to serve Wisconsin’s 30th 
Senate District in 2000 and 

became assistant Democratic leader in 2002. He 
previously spent 19 years with the Green Bay 
Department of Public Works and was a steward 
in the Teamster’s Union. He  has also served on 
the Brown County Board of Supervisors.

Mayor Schnook was elected to his post in April 
2002. His background includes establishing an 

employment and training program for laid-off 
workers during an economic downturn. He 
also currently serves as executive director of the 
Northwest Wisconsin Concentrated Employ-
ment Program and the Northwest Wisconsin 
Workforce Investment Board. 

Ambs was named to the Commission last year, 
shortly after being appointed administrator 
of the WDNR Water Division. He previously 
served as executive director of the River Alliance 
of Wisconsin, a nonprofit conservation group, 
and as a senior policy adviser to then-Attorney 
General Jim Doyle. 

Cipriano formerly served as senior advisor for 
environmental and natural resources to former 
Gov. George Ryan and as associate director and 
chief council of IEPA. She was appointed IEPA 
director in 2001.

Lavin has 17 years experience in financial man-
agement in the Chicago business community and  
Illinois state government. Prior to being named 
to his current post in 2002, he was chief finan-
cial officer for Resko Enterprises, a $100 million 
company. His experience also includes service as 
deputy state treasurer. 

Hertel, a former state representative,  served 
nine terms in the Michigan legislature, includ-
ing leadership posts as Speaker of the House and 
House Minority Leader. He joined the Detroit/
Wayne County Port Authority in 2003. The 
Great Lakes Commission offers them all a warm 
and enthusiastic welcome!

The new appointments follow the departure of 
several Commissioners, some of them with long 
tenure on the Commission. Frank Kudrna was a 
member of the Illinois Delegation for 26 years, 
during which he served as Commission chair and 
received the Commission’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. Tony Ianello and Ned Dikmen 
were also members of the Illinois Delegation, 
for 10 and four years, respectively. Nat Robinson 
chaired the Wisconsin Delegation for 12 years 
and served as Commission chair for two. Wis-
consin Commissioner Bill Carey, who is stepping 
down on May 4, has been a member for 10 years. 
Our thanks and best wishes to them all! 

Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan name new Commissioners

Todd Ambs

Mayor Fred SchnookSen. David Hansen

Renee Cipriano Jack Lavin

Curtis Hertel
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A “tool kit” to guide water conservation plan-
ning in the Great Lakes basin is being developed 
by the Great Lakes Commission. Funded by the 
Great Lakes Protection Fund, the project out-
lines and analyzes the best water conservation 
practices and technologies available to state and 
municipal water suppliers.

The project supports implementation of Annex 
2001 of the Great Lakes Charter, which calls for 
preventing or minimizing water loss through 
environmentally sound and economically fea-
sible water conservation measures. The provi-
sion is one of the principles upon which a new 
decisionmaking standard for reviewing water 
use proposals will be based.

In developing the tool kit, regional public 
water suppliers were surveyed on conservation 
practices such as planning, regulations, eco-

nomic incentives, education and infrastructure 
upgrades. Results of the survey are presented in 
the first of three briefing papers in the tool kit.

A second briefing paper employs two case stud-
ies to illustrate best conservation practices in the 
Great Lakes region. The third discusses best-
available conservation technologies outside the 
region, including drought resistant landscaping,  
water-efficient appliances, economic incentives, 
water audits and others. It also reviews multiple 
comprehensive water conservation programs 
throughout the world.

The tool kit will also include an online resource 
directory, now being developed, that will guide 
users to information on regional and global con-
servation activities. The directory will be housed 
on the Commission’s web site, www.glc.org
Contact: Becky Lameka, blameka@glc.org

A “tool kit” for water conservation

Great Lakes-St.Lawrence mayors 
prepare to meet in Chicago

Mayor Richard Daley will host the 2004 Inter-
national Association of Great Lakes-St. Law-
rence Mayors Conference in Chicago on July 
14-16. A large turnout is expected as mayors 
from coastal communities throughout the 
binational region convene for the 18th year to 
address common issues and concerns.

Topics being considered for the agenda include 
waterfront development and restoration, storm-
water and nonpoint source runoff, invasive 
species, beach management, and organizational 
initiatives. Field trips and a boat cruise on Lake 
Michigan are planned as well.

Contact: Dave Knight, dknight@glc.org

Outreach campaign targets AOC cleanup

Michigan’s Statewide Public Advisory Council 
(SPAC), which supports and coordinates efforts 
to clean up the state’s Great Lakes Areas of 
Concerns (AOCs), has assumed a leadership 
role in building federal and state support for 
such efforts.

With assistance from the Great Lakes Commis-
sion, SPAC has initiated an outreach campaign to 
build support for AOC funding priorities. Key 
goals include full funding for the Great Lakes 
Legacy Act, state and local Remedial Action 
Plan (RAP) support work, and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ RAP program.

SPAC, which includes representatives from 
Michigan’s 14 AOCs, has steadily increased its 
profile at the federal and state level in the decade 
the Great Lakes Commission has provided staff 
support to the organization. It has urged mem-
bers of Michigan’s congressional delegation and 
key congressional committees to maintain the 
federal government’s commitment to restoring 
environmental quality in the AOCs.

At the state level, SPAC members are meeting 
with their legislators to present their new Action 
Agenda for Cleaning Up Michigan’s Great Lakes Toxic 

2003 Great Lakes 
Commission 
Annual Report!

Do you have your copy 
of the 2003 Great Lakes 
Commission Annual 
Report? This informative, 
24-page special issue of 
the Advisor newsletter is 
an invaluable guide to the 
Great Lakes Commission, 
its activities and accom-
plishments, and upcom-
ing initiatives. Available 
both in print and online. 
Contact: Kirk Haverkamp, 
kirkh@glc.org or visit 
www.glc.org/advisor/
report

Hots Spots, which identifies a series of specific 
opportunities for accelerating cleanup efforts. It 
can be accessed through the SPAC web page at 
www.glc.org/spac

Contact: Matt Doss, mdoss@glc.org

mailto:dknight@glc.org
mailto:kirkh@glc.org
http://www.glc.org/advisor/report
http://www.glc.org/advisor/report
mailto:mdoss@glc.org
http://www.glc.org/spac
mailto:blameka@glc.org
http://www.glc.org
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?
Did you know
Lake Michigan once bore the 
name of a different Great Lakes 
state? In the late 1600s, it 
was listed on maps as Lac des 
Illinois, because it gave access 
to the country of the Indians. 
Other names it has borne 
include Lac de St. Joseph, Lac 
Dauphin, and “Lake of the 
Stinking Water,” a reference 
to the algae-rich waters along 
its shores. The current name 
is derived from Michi gami, 
an Indian name for the lake. 
Source: T.E.A.C.H. Great Lakes 
and Michigan DEQ. 

Strategic planning, “value-added” advocacy 
and service to the membership were the topics 
of priority interest when the Great Lakes Com-
mission Board of Directors convened March 2 
in Washington, D.C.  

The Board reviewed the status of an ongoing 
“mid-course” review of the Commission’s five-
year Strategic Plan, which presents the organi-
zation’s vision and mission statements, as well as 
goals, objectives and strategic actions.  The plan 
is being updated to better reflect and guide the 
Commission’s regional leadership responsibili-
ties in policy analysis, advocacy, decision sup-
port and communications. 

Commission Chair Sam Speck led a discussion 
on “value-added” advocacy, focusing on how the 
Commission can strategically focus its consider-
able resources to promote key elements of its 

2004 Great Lakes Program to Ensure Environmental 
and Economic Prosperity.  

President/CEO Mike Donahue reported on sub-
stantial progress in refining and advancing ecosys-
tem restoration and protection priorities through 
a workshop series co-sponsored by the National 
Sea Grant Program. The series supports the work 
of the Council of Great Lakes Governors. 

He also reported on a vibrant, growing suite of 
funded projects that address member priorities. 
The Commission is operating with the largest 
budget in its 48-year history, Donahue noted, 
enabling the membership to realize a 17:1 return 
on its investment dollar, due to the success of 
using member dues to leverage additional support 
for programs and projects.  

Contact: Mike Donahue, mdonahue@glc.org

Board assesses progress, embraces opportunities

Inventory provides updated look at Great Lakes toxic air emissions

The latest iteration of the Great Lakes 
Regional Air Toxic Emissions Inventory, a key 
resource for environmental management in 
the binational region, has been released by the 
Great Lakes Commission. 

 The inventory organizes annual data collected 
by the eight Great Lakes states and province 
of Ontario into a standardized and accessible 
format. The largest multijurisdictional project 
of its kind in North America, it targets 213 sep-
arate chemical compounds, including all those 
classified as hazardous air pollutants by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). 
Listing pollutants by type, quantity and source, 
it categorizes emissions by more than 600 
industrial classifications and more than 2,000 
types of sources.

“This inventory is a valuable tool for research 
and decisionmaking on air quality issues in the 
binational Great Lakes region,” said Dr. Michael 
J. Donahue, president/CEO of the Great Lakes 
Commission. “It provides a solid base of infor-
mation to guide policy decisions and lawmak-
ing, and assists our scientists in understanding 
the life cycles of these toxins and how they 

behave. We’re fortunate to have the participa-
tion of our Great Lakes states and the province of 
Ontario in compiling this information.”

The latest inventory is based on data collected in 
2001, updating the previous 1999 inventory, the 
last year for which complete data was available. 
Data for more recent years is being compiled.

The emissions data assist researchers in model-
ing the transport of contaminants through the 
atmosphere and ecosystem. The inventory also 
helps identify inconsistencies in data collection 
and analysis across jurisdictions, and provides 
extensive information to guide air quality policy 
and regulatory decisions.

The inventory is part of a suite of air qual-
ity projects the Commission is pursuing. Others 
include development of an online portal for easier 
access to emissions data, and management of 
U.S. EPA’s Great Lakes Air Deposition Program 
(GLAD), which provides grants for innovative air 
quality research projects.

The inventory is funded by U.S. EPA, with 
significant contributions from the Great Lakes 
states and province of Ontario. 

Contact: Kevin Yam, kyam@glc.org

Commission Briefs

mailto:mdonahue@glc.org
mailto:kyam@glc.org
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Point: counterpoint

POINTPOINT

counterpointcounterpoint
Any policy that seeks to regulate electric 

utilities’ mercury emissions should, first and 
foremost, protect public health. To maximize 
the environmental benefits while minimizing 
costs to consumers, it also is crucial that regu-
lations take into account technical feasibility, 
cost, and impacts on generating, transmitting 
and distributing electricity in an affordable and 
reliable manner.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
“Utility Mercury Reduction” proposal includes 
two alternative control plans: a market-based 
cap-and-trade approach requiring a 70 percent 
mercury reduction by 2018; and a Maximum 
Achievable Control Technology (MACT) 
approach that establishes mercury emission 
limits for all new and existing units.

The cap-and-trade alternative calls for veri-
fiable mercury reductions and provides the 
flexibility to achieve them in a nonprescriptive 
and cost-effective manner. This flexibility is 
achieved by recognizing that potential emis-
sion reductions depend upon the configuration 

of individual power plants and coal type used. 
By encouraging the greatest reductions where 
they are most cost-effective, a cap-and-trade 
program can produce equal or greater environ-
mental benefit than the more prescriptive – and 
far more expensive – MACT approach.

In addition, cap-and-trade regulation enables 
utilities to take risks with new and innova-
tive control technologies without fear of being 
penalized for failing to meet a mandated emis-
sions ceiling.

Just as important, mercury trading would pro-
duce dramatic emissions reductions without cre-
ating adverse localized environmental or health 
impacts in the Great Lakes basin or elsewhere. 
Most power plant mercury emissions dissipate 
globally, while those forms of mercury that tend 
to deposit nearby will be captured by newly 
mandated equipment to control sulfur dioxide 
and nitrogen oxides.

Done right, a national cap-and-trade program 
is the most sensible way to reduce mercury emis-
sions from electric utilities.

Michael T. Rossler, Edison Electric Institute

A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(U.S.EPA) proposal issued late last year would 
weaken and delay efforts to clean up mercury 
emissions from America’s coal-fired power 
plants. These 1,100 facilities are the largest 
unregulated industrial sources of mercury con-
tamination in the country. The 48 tons they 
spew into the air every year amount to roughly 
40 percent of total U.S. industrial mercury 
emissions, nearly a quarter of which is released 
in Great Lakes states.

Deposition from the air is by far the number 
one source of mercury to the Great Lakes, where 
it has been linked to population impacts on wild-
life and neurological impairments in children 
whose mothers consume Great Lakes fish.

U.S.EPA Administrator Mike Leavitt claims 
that this proposal will aggressively reduce 

mercury, but in reality it will achieve far less 
– and take far longer to do it – than current law 
requires. At the heart of the proposal is an inde-
fensible scheme – instead of regulating mercury 
from power plants as the “hazardous” pollutant it 
obviously is, U.S.EPA proposes to treat it as one 
that requires less stringent pollution controls. 
Moreover, a pollution-trading program would 
allow “hot spots” of mercury contamination in 
the lakes and rivers neighboring the plants that 
buy pollution credits instead of reducing their 
mercury emissions.

Toxic mercury puts an estimated 630,000 
newborns each year at risk for neurological 
impairment. We have the technology to slash 
power plant mercury pollution by as much as 90 
percent and we can start now. What we need is 
the political will.

Jon Devine, Natural Resources Defense Council

Will EPA’s Utility Mercury Reduction Rule clear the air?

These articles are pre-
sented as a service to 
Advisor readers. The views 
expressed are those of the 
authors or the organiza-
tions they represent alone 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Great 
Lakes Commission or its 
member jurisdictions.

Michael Rossler is man-
ager of environmental 
programs for the Edison 
Electric Institute. See 
www.eei.org

 Jon Devine is a senior 
attorney in the NRDC’s 
health program. See 
www.nrdc.org

http://www.eei.org
http://www.nrdc.org
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Around the Lakes

G
reat Lakes Links &

 Publications

Great Lakes restoration 
planning workshops
www.glc.org/restwkshp

Great Lakes Program to 
Ensure Environmental and 
Economic Prosperity
www.glc.org/restore

Great Lakes Panel on 
Aquatic Nuisance Species
www.glc.org/ans/panel.html

Envisioning the Future 
of the Great Lakes 
Information Network 
(GLIN)
www.glin.net/about/
wingspread

State of the Lakes 
Ecosystem Conference 
(SOLEC)
www.binational.net

Great Lakes Water Use 
Database Repository
www.glc.org/wateruse/
database

Michigan Statewide Public 
Advisory Council (SPAC)
www.glc.org/spac

International Association 
of Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence Mayors
www.glc.org/mayors

Great Lakes Regional Air 
Toxic Emissions Inventory
www.glc.org/air

Natural Resources 
Defense Council
www.nrdc.org

Edison Electric Institute
www.eei.org

U.S. Commission on 
Ocean Policy
www.oceancommission.gov

International Maritime 
Association
www.imo.org

Spirit of Ontario
www.spiritofontario.com

Lake Express, LLC
www.lake-express.com 

continued on next page

The international community has taken a sig-
nificant step forward in addressing the problems 
presented by the spread of aquatic invasive spe-
cies (AIS). The International Maritime Organi-
zation (IMO), the maritime arm of the United 
Nations, on Feb. 13 adopted the first interna-
tional convention establishing standards for the 
regulation of ballast water. 

The International Convention for the Control 

and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and 
Sediments sets forth mandatory ballast water 
exchange requirements, standards for ballast 
water treatment, and deadlines ranging from 
2009 to 2016 for ships of various types to install 
ballast water treatment systems. 

Equally significant, the convention also autho-
rizes signatory nations to adopt more stringent 

U.N. adopts international AIS agreement

The state of Ohio has arranged to purchase 
87 percent of North Bass Island, the last major 
undeveloped island in Lake Erie, in order to 
maintain it as a nature preserve.

Using a combination of federal and state funds, 
the state will purchase 589 acres of the island 
for $17.4 million. Plans call for preserving the 
island’s unspoiled character by offering low-
impact recreation such as primitive campsites, 
hiking trails and opportunities for hunting, fish-
ing, swimming and nature study.

“This is an unprecedented opportunity for the 
people of Ohio to protect and preserve the last 
remaining undeveloped islands of any size in 
Lake Erie,” said Gov. Bob Taft in announcing 
the plans.  “Thanks to this opportunity and the 

funding partnership we have put in place, we are 
meeting our obligation to preserve Ohio’s natu-
ral heritage for our own time and for generations 
to come.”

The acquisition includes nearly 2.5 miles of 
undeveloped shoreline, 58 acres of natural 
coastal wetlands and unique geologic features, 
and habitat for numerous state and federal 
endangered species.

The purchase is financed by a U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Land and Water Conserva-
tion grant and funds from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and state of Ohio. The Conser-
vation Fund, a Virginia-based nonprofit organi-
zation, is helping to facilitate the transaction.

Ohio to buy, preserve North Bass Island

Draft recommendations for a U.S. ocean policy 
embracing the Great Lakes have been released by 
the congressionally mandated U.S. Commission 
on Ocean Policy.

The preliminary report, which is now being 
reviewed by the nation’s governors and stake-
holders, is the product of the first comprehensive 
review and update of U.S. national ocean policy 
in 35 years.

Released on April 20, the report calls on 
Congress and the President to establish a new 
national ocean policy that balances use with sus-
tainability, based on sound science, educational 
excellence, and  an ecosystem-based manage-
ment approach.

It also calls for creating an Ocean Policy Trust 
Fund based on revenue from offshore energy 
activity and other offshore uses to pay for imple-
menting the recommendations.

The comment period runs through May 21. 
The Great Lakes Commission is reviewing the 
preliminary report and will submit a response 
during that time frame.

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy was 
established by Congress under the Oceans Act 
of 2000. Its 16 members were appointed by 
President Bush in July 2001. The full report is 
available at www.oceancommission.gov

Ocean policy recommendations released 

http://www.glc.org/restwkshp
http://www.glin.net/about/wingspread
http://www.glin.net/about/wingspread
http://www.glc.org/wateruse/database
http://www.glc.org/wateruse/database
http://www.glc.org/spac/
http://www.oceancommission.gov
http://www.lake-express.com
http://www.spiritofontario.com
http://www.imo.org
http://www.oceancommission.gov
http://www.eei.org
http://www.nrdc.org
http://www.glc.org/air
http://www.glc.org/mayors
http://www.binational.net
http://www.glc.org/ans/panel.html
http://www.glc.org/restore
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Around the Lakes

Great Lakes Calendar
Further details and a more 
extensive calendar are avail-
able online via the Great 
Lakes Information Network 
(www.great-lakes.net).  If you 
have an event you’d like us 
to include, please contact 
Kirk Haverkamp at 734-971-
9135 or kirkh@glc.org

Save trees and money!
If you prefer to read the 
electronic version of the 
Advisor online via the 
Commission’s home page 
(www.glc.org), please let us 
know and we’ll cancel your 
print subscription.

Watershed 2004
July 11-14, 2004, Dearborn, Mich.
Contact: 703-684-2400 ext. 7010, 
watershed04@wef.org

Annual Conference of the International 
Association of Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence Mayors 
July 14-16, 2004, Chicago, Ill.
Contact: Dave Knight, 734-971-9135, 
dknight@glc.org

Soil and Water Conservation Society 
Annual Conference
July 24-28, 2004, St. Paul, Minn.
Contact: Nancy Herselius, 515-289-2331 ext. 17,
nancy.herselius@swcs.org

2004 Annual Meeting of the 
Great Lakes Commission and 
SOLEC 2004
October 5-8, 2004, Toronto, Ontario
Contacts: Mike Donahue, 734-971-9135, 
mdonahue@glc.org and SOLEC@ec.gc.ca 

2004 Semiannual Meeting of the 
Great Lakes Commission
May 3-4, 2004, Cleveland, Ohio
Contact: Mike Donahue, 734-971-9135, 
mdonahue@glc.org

Actions Toward a Sustainable Great Lakes
May 4-6, 2004, Cleveland, Ohio
Contact: Rita Straith, 734-971-9135, rstraith@glc.org

2004 St. Lawrence River Ecosystem Conference
May 18-20, 2004, Cornwall, Ontario
Contact: Christina Collard,  613-936-6620 ext. 222, 
ccollard@riverinstitute.com

IAGLR 2004 Conference
May 24-28, 2004, Waterloo, Ontario
Contact: Ralph Smith, 519-888-4567, ext. 2468
rsmith@uwaterloo.ca

Great Lakes Invasive Species Workshops
June 7-8, 2004, Muskegon, Mich.
Contact: Kevin Walters, 734-971-9135, 
kwalters@glc.org

Two high-speed catamaran ferries are sched-
uled to go into service on the Great Lakes this 
spring, carrying passengers and vehicles across 
lakes Michigan and Ontario at speeds of up to 55 
m.p.h. The Spirit of Ontario, nicknamed “The 
Breeze,” is scheduled to begin operating on Lake 
Ontario between Rochester, N.Y., and Toronto, 
Ontario, in early May, while the Lake Express 
is scheduled to begin crossing Lake Michigan 
between Milwaukee, Wis., and Muskegon, 
Mich., on June 1.  

Currently, more than 100 fast ferries cross the 
seas and straits around Europe, while at least 40 
others offer coastal services in Asia, the Middle 
East and Latin America. But for many decades 
now, the only cross-lake ferry on the Great 
Lakes has been the S.S. Badger, a conventional 

car ferry crossing Lake Michigan between Lud-
ington, Mich., and Manitowoc, Wis.

At 284 feet long and nearly five stories tall, The 
Breeze will carry up to 750 
passengers and 220 vehicles, 
making the crossing between 
Rochester and Toronto in just 
over two hours. The smaller 
Lake Express, 192 feet-long, 
will carry up to 250 passen-
gers and 46 vehicles, with an 
estimated crossing time of 
two and a half hours. 

For more information, 
visit The Breeze web site at 
www.spiritofontario.com or 
the Lake Express site at www.lake-express.com

Great Lakes join fast ferry club

The Spirit of Ontario, a.k.a. The Breeze, will carry up to 
750 passengers and 220 vehicles when it begins service 
on Lake Ontario this spring.

AIS control measures without risk of running 
afoul of international law. The convention will 
take effect after it is ratified by 30 nations repre-
senting 35 percent of the world’s gross tonnage. 

While the convention has been hailed as a sig-
nificant step in efforts to control AIS, experts 
in the field say questions remain in regard 

International AIS agreement (continued from previous page)

to its standards, timelines and enforcement. 
Given those circumstances, they say, the agree-
ment does not change the need for establishing 
enforceable domestic ballast water requirements 
under U.S. and Canadian law. 

For more on the ballast water convention, visit 
the IMO web site at www.imo.org

http://www.spiritofontario.com/Index.asp
http://www.lake-express.com
http://www.imo.org
http://www.glc.org
mailto:kirkh@glc.org
mailto:SOLEC@ec.gc.ca
mailto:mdonahue@glc.org
mailto:nancy.herselius@swcs.org
mailto:dknight@glc.org
mailto:watershed04@wef.org
mailto:kwalters@glc.org
mailto:rsmith@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:ccollard@riverinstitute.com
mailto:rstraith@glc.org
http://www.glc.org/meeting
http://www.glc.org/meeting
mailto:mdonahue@glc.org


 E-mail your answer, along with your name, 
address and phone number to kirkh@glc.org 
or mail it to the Advisor at the return address on 
the mailing panel below. All correct responses 
received by June 4, 2004 will be entered into a 
drawing.  The winner will receive his/her choice 
of a Great Lakes Commission beach towel or a 
$10 credit toward the purchase of any Commis-
sion publication. 

Time to update your 
subscription?
If you have moved, changed 
jobs or no longer wish 
to receive the Advisor, 
please contact Marilyn 
Ratliff at 734-971-9135 or 
mratliff@glc.org 
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The Last Word

Gildo Tori, director of 
public policy for the Great 
Lakes/Atlantic Region 
of Ducks Unlimited, 
correctly identified this 
photo of the bow of the 
lake freighter Edsel Ford, 
now a residence on South 
Bass Island in Lake Erie. 
Thanks to everyone who 
entered! 

Where in the Great Lakes?

Printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink.Samuel W. Speck, chair, Great Lakes Commission

Sam Speck
 Photo: USDA Forest Service

Consensus on Great Lakes restoration and protection 
initiatives is moving forward on a number of fronts. I’m 
pleased to note that the Great Lakes Commission is play-
ing a role in all of these efforts. Among them:

The Council of Great Lakes Governors’ Water Man-
agement Working Group is completing a draft deci-
sionmaking standard for Annex 2001 implementation, 
expected to be available for review this summer.

The Great Lakes governors have agreed to a set of restoration priorities 
which largely parallel those of the Commission’s Great Lakes Program to Ensure 
Environmental and Economic Prosperity. Other groups, including our Great Lakes 
mayors, have come forward with their own initiatives.

The White House has weighed in with a major increase in funding for the 
Great Lakes Legacy Act, while congressional staff are exploring interim steps 
toward comprehensive Great Lakes restoration legislation, including Water 
Resources Development Act reauthorization.

After some uncertainty, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is moving 
forward with construction of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal dispersal 
barrier to stop the spread of the Asian carp.

Finally, the recently released draft report of the U.S. Commission on Ocean 
Policy, which includes the Great Lakes among the nation’s coastal resources, 
promises to be a focal point for building further regional consensus.

As a broad-based, binational, multijurisdictional entity, the Great Lakes 
Commission is well-suited to help bring together varied interests and help 
to forge agreement on common goals – building the consensus to get things 
done. It’s what we do best. It’s our job.

Consensus builds on critical Great Lakes issues

Cover photo:  S. Manitou 
Island Light Station 
Shari Dann
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