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Federal Policy Agenda - 2013 



Federal Policy Agenda - 2013 
• Fund Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 

(GLRI) 
• Pass comprehensive Great Lakes legislation 
• Address low water levels by funding 

dredging 
• Fund waste and drinking water infrastructure 
• Pass Farm Bill 
• Stop Asian carp and other aquatic invasive 

species 
 



Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
• Mid-way through 5-year, $2.2 billion program 
• Over $1 billion appropriated to date - $300M for FY13 
• 1,400 projects underway 
• Strong congressional and stakeholder support 
• Three key priorities for 2012 and 2013:  

– clean up AOCs;  
– reduce nutrient inputs;  
– prevent new invasive species introductions 

• Cuts will slow progress, make cleanup more 
expensive 

 





www.glc.org/restore/glr imap 
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www.glc.org/restore/glrimap 
 



Comprehensive Great Lakes 
Legislation 

 • Reauthorize Great Lakes National 
Program Office 

• Great Lakes Advisory Board 
• Federal Interagency Task Force 
• Authorize the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative - $475 Million per year 
• Reauthorize the Great Lakes Legacy Act - 

$150 Million per year 
 



Legacy Act – Task Force 

• Reauthorize at $150 Million (currently $50 M) 

• Address cost share for “no responsible 
parties” 

• Address sites nearby but not within 
boundaries 



Low water levels - Dredging  

 
• Reform Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 

• HR 335 (RAMP Act) 

• S 218 (Levin bill) 

 





Benefits of the Great Lakes 
Navigation  System 

 
• 227,000 Jobs 
• $ 33.5 Billion in business revenue 
• $14.1 Billion in annual personal income 
• $6.4 Billion in local purchases 
• $4.6 Billion in tax revenue 
• $3.6 Billion in Transportation Rate Savings 

 



  Trust Gap 



Beneficial Use of Dredged Materials 



Beneficial Use of Dredged Materials 
Times Beach, Buffalo Cleveland brownfield capping 



Fund wastewater 
infrastructure 

 
• $70 Billion need in 

Great Lakes 

• 70% of nation’s CSOs 
are in our 8 states 

• Reps Bishop and 
Higgins bills 

 

Pass Farm Bill 
 

 
• Regional Conservation 

Partnership 



Stop Aquatic Invasive Species 

  



Stop Aquatic Invasive Species 

• Reform Lacey Act 
–Prevent dangerous imports 
–Scientific screening – pre import 
–Allow screening for species already 

in trade. 
• Fund Asian carp, base budgets 



Water-Dependent Economy  
and Infrastructure 

 

Workplan 
Program Areas 

Clean Energy and Climate 
 

Water  Resource Management 

Habitat and Coastal Management 

Invasive Species 

 
Water Quality and  
Ecosystem Health 

 

+ 

Strategic Plan  
Core Services  

Communications 

Info Integration/Reporting 

Facilitation/ 
Consensus Building 

Policy Coordination/ 
Advocacy 

Tab 6 – Workplan Updates 
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