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MICHIGAN’S FIRST ANS STATE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 Fist ANS State Management Plan approved 1996 
 Policy, Research, Education and Outreach 

 Updated 2002 
 Funding: Federal ANS SMP 
 Lead: DEQ Office of the Great Lakes 
 Focused on short term projects 
 Limiting factors: funding and capacity 

 

 
 







State of Michigan AIS Team 
established 2010 

 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
Water Resources  
 Office of the Great Lakes  
 

 Department of Natural Resources 
 Fisheries  
Wildlife  
 Parks and Recreation 
 Law Enforcement  
 Forest Resources 
Marketing and Outreach  
 

 Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
 Pesticide and Plant Pest Management  
 Animal Industry  
 

 Department of Transportation   
 
 
 

 



 Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance 
Prevention and Control Act of 1990 

 
 Goal I: Prevent new introductions of 

AIS into Michigan waters. 
 

 Goal II: Limit the dispersal of 
established populations of AIS into 
uninfested waters of the state. 

 
 Goal III: Develop an early detection 

and rapid response program to 
address new AIS invasions. 

 
 Goal IV: Manage and control AIS to 

lessen the harmful ecological, 
economic, social and public health 
impacts resulting from infestation of 
AIS. 
 

 
 
 

AIS STATE MANAGEMENT PLAN  

Finalized 2013 



Preventing  
new introductions  

and 
limiting dispersal 
of established AIS 

by blocking 
pathways 

 

PREVENTION BY PATHWAYS 



ORGANISMS IN TRADE 

Prohibited and restricted species 
 Inspections and enforcement 
DNR Law Enforcement  
 Fish markets, fish haulers, bait wholesalers 

and retailers, pet shops, internet 
Dept. Agriculture and Rural Development 
 Nursery wholesalers and retailers, pet shops, 

internet 
Education and outreach 



EARLY DETECTION AND 
RESPONSE 



2014 Interdepartmental policy and procedure “…will  aim to perform 
basic decontamination steps for field equipment in order to minimize 
the risk of invasive species transfer between work locations…”   

 

 

DECONTAMINATION 
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LARGE SPILLS OR CLEAN UPS 

11 

 Kalamazoo River 2010 
Photos by USFWS Jim Krizman 



ONE STRETCH OF THE K’ZOO 

12 

 

Texas Florida Missouri 

Louisiana Unknown? 



 
 
 
 

 

MONITORING  

  



BOATING REGULATION 

Part 413 of the NREPA 
(324.41325) 
• Remove Aquatic Plants 

from boats, boating 
equipment, and boat 
trailers before 
launching or placing in 
the water 

• Cannot possess or 
transport regulated 
species 



BOATING REGULATION 

Fisheries Order 245 
• Drain live wells, bilges and 

all water from boats 
before leaving the access 
site 

• Dispose of unused bait in 
the trash 

• Don’t transfer fish to 
water bodies other than 
where they were caught 

BOATING REGULATION 



           MICHIGAN’S EXPANDED PROGRAM 

$5M FY15 State General fund  
Aquatic and terrestrial invasive species 
$3.6M in grants 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Invasive Species Program INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM 

Workgroups: decontamination, education and outreach, early detection and response,  
webpage, boat wash strategy, firewood, grant program 



GENERAL FUND METRICS 

90 Responses to  
    Early Detections 
6,000 Acres Controlled 
750,000 Citizens 

Reached 
Cooperative Invasive 

Species Management 
Areas covering all of 
Michigan 



MICHIGAN INVASIVE SPECIES 
GRANT PROGRAM 

 2014 
 19 grants   
 $4M 

 2015 
 19 grants 
 $3.6M 

 Projects 
 Created 7 new CISMAs, expanded 2 
 Clean Boats, Clean Waters 
 Eurasian Watermilfoil and other 

aquatic plant control 
 Phragmites control 
 Asian Longhorn Beetle and Oak Wilt 
 Outreach to recreational users and 

industries related to organisms in 
trade 

 
 



LOOKING FORWARD 

 Current FY14 GLRI projects  
 AIS-HACCP certification aquaculture and bait  
 AIS invasion risk in future climate projections using downscaled climate 

data for Michigan 
 Risk/presence of AIS and VHS in bait supply 
 Social, political, and biological constraints for implementing Asian carp 

control measures through stakeholder workshops 
 Didymo in Michigan 

 
 New FY15 and FY16 GLRI projects 
 Integrated approach for AIS early detection and monitoring (eDNA) 
 Enhanced education and outreach 
 New Zealand Mudsnails 
 Habitat modification pathway 

 
 Ongoing GLRI supported efforts 
 Monitoring/early detection 
 Aquatic plant response 
 DNR LED inspection and enforcement 

 



WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/INVASIVES 

Sarah LeSage  
lesages@michigan.gov 

517-243-4735 
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