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Great Lakes Rivermouths are centers of Great Lakes rivermouth ecosystems occur at the interface Rivermouths, as a class, have long supported social and economic
economic V|ta||ty and environmental diversity. between riverine and lacustrine ecosystems. All rivermouths are networks that surround the Great Lakes by prgviding;
The dynamic nature of these systems leads to similarly mﬂuer?ce.d by inputs from the river and the adJac.ent Great * Provisioning Services: Products obtained from ecosystems (water supply)
rich natural communities and favorable Lake, and yet distinct due t.o the local hyd rogeog raphy. Rivermouth  Regulating Services: Benefits obtained from maintaining ecosystem
human use has led to substantial pressures and * Cultural Services: Nonmaterial benefits (Aesthetics)
alterations to these ecosystems often 1. Lower River Valley , * Supporting Services: Services necessary for the production of all other
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functions and associated ecosystem services. Processes | The ability of the ecosystem to deliver these services has been
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scientists and managers from across disciplines,
institutions, and lake basins in an effort to collectively:

Figure C: Relative societal value of ecosystem services has changed

contiguous with the
through time, often resulting in the degradation of other services.

nearshore (Figure B).
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3) identify key research needs orocesses. aeomorphology. While each system is ecosystem services, not just those that are relatively easy to
4) provide guidance to natural resource managers e Nutrient-rich and influenced by riverine and lacustrine inputs, value.

and policy-makers for effective and sustainable sediment-rich water from local geography sets them apart from one

ecosystem management. the rivermouth interacts another and influences the location of the

mixing zone, depositional area, and the plume-

with nearshore water influenced nearshore area.

movement and
sedimentation processes.

e Plume direction,
cohesiveness, and size are
highly variable.
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Rivermouths as a set, the range and
variation of ecosystem properties:
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