Briefing for the Michigan Legis/ature

Leveraging the Great Lakes as an
Economic Engine for Michigan

Status Report on Restoration Efforts in
~ Michigan’s Great Lakes Areas of Concern
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Overvidgw of the Great Lakes
Areag of Concern Program
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* 14 Areas of Con A
Michigan, more than any othe
S Sstate
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paimental Conduonsem
e AreaSof Concern

Viajor causes
~  contaminated sediments
*  nonpoint source pollution
. combined and sanitary

sewer overflows
¢ past industrial practices

Major Impacts
¢ fish consumption advisories
¢+ dredging restrictions

¢* beach closings

¢ loss of fish and wildlife
nabitat

oublic health concerns




CT®™ning“Up the:
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.emedial Action Plans
.v"‘ opeqd 10r eac reaOf
oncern

Restoration — or “delisting” —
riteria set measurable cleanup
> _m oals

Publlc Advisory Councils assist
~with cleanup process at local
level

« Statewide Public Advisory
Council advises on statewide
program

e Areas of Concern Program
administered by DEQ
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Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
Action Plan
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www.michigan.gov/deqgreaclakes

Prepared by the Office of the Great Lakes




‘restoration projects in the

ifirst three years of the Great




PO | okessRestoration
tlative: An Opportﬂnltyf
of a Ggneratron®
s

Great Lakes
RESTORATION

Administered by U.S. EPA In
= collaboratlon with federal
agencies, the states, and
others

Guided by an action plan with
performance measures

®* Cleaning up the AOCs is a top
priority
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eaning up toxic sediments
veraging federal funds

o tabllshmg science-based
eanup goals

ocumentmg progress
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“Restorlng beneficial uses
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: Enhancmg recreational &
tourism opportunities
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Laying the foundation for
shoreline development

Removing areas from the
federal list of “toxic hot spots”
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uskegon Lake Habitat Restoration Project
enerate $66 million in economic benefits over
ars, attract 65,000 new visitors annually
sroperty values by $12 million.
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REfation to restoration:
gsing communities ofgsRe
of“toxicshotapdlsS”

remediating contaminated sediments in
ver Raisin, 6 dams will be removed or
d to restore fish habitat and boat access
ke Erie to Dundee. This and other
ation work will help remove the river from
','of Great Lakes “toxic hotspots.”

3 -|  Visualization of rock
arch rapids in Monroe
on the River Raisin




’olm big environmenital

S

problems S -

han 140,000 cubic yards of PCB-
inated sediments were removed from
anistigue River and harbor from 1994-
; ion sa e cleaned
aficial uses have been restored and other
‘hg problems are being addressed.
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The Statewide
Public Advisory
Council thanks you
for attending and




