
 
Page 1 of 2 

  
 OBSERVERS 

March 12, 2026 

1300 Victors Way 
Suite 1350 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
Ph: 734-971-9135 

 
 

 

U.S. DEPT. OF 
AGRICULTURE 
Natural Resources  
Conservation Service 
Matt Otto, GLRI Coordinator 
USDA-NRCS 
 
Alternates 
Garry Lee, State Conservationist 
 
 
U.S. DEPT OF COMMERCE 
NOAA/GLERL  
Dr. Jesse Feyen 
Acting Director 
NOAA Great Lakes Environmental  
Research Laboratory 
 
NOAA/OCRM 
Jeffrey L. Payne, Director 
Office for Coastal Management  
 
Sea Grant  
Sarah Whitney, Director 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant  
College Program 
 
 
U.S. DEPT OF DEFENSE 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Carl Platz, Great Lakes Program Manager 
 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF ENERGY 
(VACANT) 
 
 
U.S. DEPT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
U.S. Coast Guard 
RDML Russell E. Dash 
 
Alternate 
CDR Hoon Park 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF 
THE INTERIOR 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Will Meeks  
Regional Director 
Midwest Region (Region 3) 
 
U.S. Geological Survey 
(VACANT) 
 
Alternate 
Jon Hortness, PE, 
USGS Great Lakes Program Coordinator 
 

National Park Service 
(VACANT) 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
Great Lakes St. Lawrence  
Seaway Development Corporation 
Anthony Fisher, Deputy Administrator 
 
Maritime Administration 
Travis Black, IMPE 
Director, Inland Waterways Gateway Office  
and Acting for Great Lakes Office 
Office of Maritime & Intermodal Outreach 
Maritime Administration 
 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 
Teresa Seidel, Director 
Great Lakes National Program Office 
 
 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
Felicia Minotti, Senior Policy Officer 
Global Affairs Canada 
U.S. Transboundary Affairs Division  
 
 
GREAT LAKES 
FISHERY COMMISSION 
Marc Gaden, Executive Secretary 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
JOINT COMMISSION 
Mark Burrows, Acting Director 
Great Lakes Regional Office 
 
 
GREAT LAKES 
AND ST. LAWRENCE 
GOVERNORS AND  
PREMIERS 
David Naftzger, Executive Director 
 
 
COASTAL STATES 
ORGANIZATION 
Derek Brockbank, Executive Director 
 
Alternate 
Vidya Balasubramanyam 
Research, Science and Program Director 
 
 

ALLIANCE FOR 
THE GREAT LAKES 
Joel Brammeier, President and CEO 
 
 
DUCKS UNLIMITED 
James A. Rader, Director of Operations 
Great Lakes/Atlantic Regional Office 
 
 
GREAT LAKES 
OBSERVING SYSTEM 
Jennifer Boehme, Chief Executive Officer  
 
 
JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM 
Brian Gill, Senior Director, Government 
Affairs and Policy 
 
 
CHIPPEWA/OTTAWA 
RESOURCE AUTHORITY 
Mike Langendorf, Environmental 
Coordinator 
 
 
HELSINKI COMMISSION 
Monika Stankiewicz,  
Executive Secretary 
 
 
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
Scott Sowa, PhD 
Juli Plant Grainger Great Lakes  
Program Director 
 
 
GREAT LAKES 
AND ST. LAWRENCE 
CITIES INITIATIVE 
Jon Altenberg 
Executive Director 
 
 
SIERRA CLUB 
GREAT LAKES PROGRAM 
Christy McGillivray 
Great Lake State Organizer 
Michigan Chapter 
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GREEN MARINE 
David Bolduc 
Executive Director 
 
 
GREAT LAKES  
ST. LAWRENCE 
LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS 
Jess Lienhardt,  
Great Lakes Program Director 
 
 
AUDUBON GREAT LAKES 
Michelle Parker 
Vice President and Executive Director 
 
 
COUNCIL OF THE GREAT 
LAKES REGION 
Vance Badawey 
President/CEO 
 
 
ONTARIO MARINE COUNCIL 
Maguessa Morel-Laforce  
Director of Government and Stakeholder 
Relations - Directeur des Affaires 
gouvernementales et des intervenants  
Chamber of Marine Commerce -  
Chambre de commerce maritime 
 
 
THE ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
Jim Athanasiou  
President and CEO | Président et  
chef de la direction  
The St. Lawrence Seaway Management 
Corporation | Corporation de Gestion de la 
Voie Maritime du Saint-Laurent  
 
 
AMERICAN GREAT LAKES 
PORTS ASSOCIATION 
Brian Oszakiewski 
Executive Director 
 
 
CURRENT 
Alaina J. Harkness  
Chief Executive Officer  
 
 
NATIONAL MUSEUM  
OF THE GREAT LAKES 
Kate Fineske 
Executive Director 


