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Overview

• Governance and Mission

• Key Actions

• Ongoing Initiatives

• Priorities





Great Lakes Law Enforcement Committee

“To protect, enhance, and promote the safe and wise-use of the resource in the 

Great Lakes for present and future generations.”

• Recommendations to senior-level fishery managers (CLC)

– Cooperative procedures

– Consistent regulations

– Practical (enforceable) 

policies

• Forum for information sharing

• Agency support (e.g. training)
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Great Lakes Law Enforcement Committee

• March 2017 and onwards

• Partnered with the Conference of Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence Governors and 
Premiers (the ‘Conference’) to develop a 
resolution to improve AIS regional law 
enforcement capabilities



Conference of Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Governors and Premiers

2017 Leadership Summit

• Governors and Premiers sign resolution 
strengthening protections against AIS in 
October 2017

• States/Provinces sign law enforcement 
MOU



MOU on Regional Cooperative Enforcement Operations

• Aids inter-jurisdictional investigations for both invasive/endangered species

• Timely sharing of information

• Supports:

• investigation of wildlife offences (court standards in both countries);

• enforcement operations of all parties/prosecutions; and,

• framework to improve communications.



Governors and Premiers Resolution

Harmonizing, where possible, the objectives of state and 
provincial regulations to address regulatory gaps including;

• Expanding :

• the “least wanted”  invasive species list

• MI, ON and OH’s harmonization initiative

• Develop consistent approaches to AIS prevention and 
enforcement throughout the basin 



Resolution Continued

• Expanding AIS training and technology capabilities for 
enforcement staff 

• Promote/enhance enforcement units or specialists in each 
jurisdiction 
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Building Consensus to Identify and Address Priority AIS 

and  Vectors in the Great Lakes

Purpose: Provide a legal assessment of variability in regulated species lists and related 
authorities, and identify priority actions to address identified gaps and vectors of concern. 



Develop comprehensive comparison of existing 

regulations

Activity classification:
− All (red)
− Some (yellow)
− None (green)

Specific activities 
identified in 
regulations

Classification:
− Prohibited
− Restricted
− Not listed



ONGOING (AIS) 

INITIATIVES



Current AIS Prevention Efforts

Information Sharing

• Quick exchanges 

• Knowledge base is committee-
wide

• Cross-jurisdictional support



Current AIS Prevention Efforts

Letter Campaign
• Identified dealers in invasive crayfish in 

several states

• Notified dealers of potential violations

• Provided contact information for GLFC 
jurisdictions

• Documented in a law enforcement report 
for future prosecution



Recent AIS Case – Marbled Crayfish (MC)
Information Sharing and Cooperative Enforcement 

• WI id’s OH seller (100’s of MC) - shares info with OH 

• OH contacts seller, seizes ~500 MC, being widely sold 
(36 states)
• Several states have amended laws or in process 

• Accused pleads guilty to Lacey Act misdemeanor:
• 2 yrs probation
• 80 hrs community service; non-profit/gov’t agency (water quality)
• acknowledgment explaining conduct, risks created, and 

consequences to herself; 
• arrange  for printing in approved publication on 

aquariums/trade in aquatic species (e.g., Tropical Fish 
Hobbyist)

• a fine of $5,000







Problems In AIS Prevention/Enforcement

• Some enforcement officers are not interested
• Not familiar, apprehensive

• Recognition (glamour)

• Not all enforcement agencies put priority 
on invasive species

• Prosecution challenges (focus more on 
education, language barriers, offences often 
occurring in densely populated areas and 
then compare to violent crimes etc.)

• Information sharing not consistent among 
regions

• Organization of information 

• AIS manager communication with enforcement 
staff



Law Committee Priorities

• Develop consistent approaches to AIS prevention and enforcement throughout 
the basin (commensurate laws)
• Ensure that law enforcement staff are meaningfully involved in drafting/amending laws

• Expanding AIS training and technology capabilities for enforcement staff (goes 
beyond AIS)

• Improve and facilitate information sharing across the basin and within 
jurisdictions (enforcement staff, fishery managers) 

• Promote/enhance enforcement units or specialists in each jurisdiction (for aquatic 
species protection not just AIS) 


