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• January 2019 – Complaint to DNR Hotline about 

a Red Swamp Crayfish at a Milwaukee pet store

• Investigated by local warden who found a single 

“Orange Lobster” for sale

• Store owner was unaware of the species name or that 

it was invasive; store owner confirmed ID with the 

company which supplied it to the local pet store

• ID confirmed by DNR staff – Procambarus clarkii a.k.a. 

Red Swamp Crayfish

• DNR non-LE staff contacted supplier – after a few 

weeks they provided product list by species; numerous 

prohibited crayfish

Photo NOT from suspect business, just representative of original species for sale; from 

http://www.fishsafari.com/store/p68/Orange_Crayfish_%2F_Tangerine_Lobster_.html



• Basically a crayfish white list in Wisconsin 

• Native species are OK – Only 6 species!  But not really 

commercially traded

• Non-native species are prohibited – no sales, no 

transport, no possession, no anything

• Rusty crayfish limited exceptions due to being 

widespread

• No other realistic exceptions



Those 6 Native Species are . . .

Virile Crayfish

Devil Crayfish

Prairie Crayfish

Northern Clearwater Crayfish

White River Crayfish

Calico Crayfish
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Communication . . .

Communication



• Visited Illinois-based pet wholesale supplier 

in March 2019

• Obtained records of sales to Wisconsin 

stores for March 2017 to March 2019

• delivered 841 prohibited exotic crayfish

• 23 retail store locations in Wisconsin









• The non-native crayfish species they delivered 

to Wisconsin included:

• 7 common names vs. 8 scientific names

• Lots of overlap

• ELECTRIC BLUE

• LG (“Large”)

• MEXICANUS MINI

• NEON RED

• PAPUA BLACK SAPPHIRE

• SMALL

• WHITE



Lots of overlap

• ELECTRIC BLUE – Procambarus alleni and 

Procambarus paeninsulanus

• LG (“Large”) – Astacoidea sp.

• MEXICANUS MINI – Procambarus mexicanus

• NEON RED – Procambarus clarkii

• PAPUA BLACK SAPPHIRE – Procambarus clarkii

• SMALL – Cambarus bartonii

• WHITE – Austropotamobius pallipes, Cherax 

quadricarintus, and Procambarus clarkii



• LE and AIS program coordinated efforts

• Developed Investigative Plan.  LE and AIS programs 

agreed to strategies, enforcement, and release 

response if needed

• Had a training day

• All crayfish pretty much look the same, right?











• Phase 1: Pairings of LE and non-LE staff visited 23 

retail stores

• Seized about 15 prohibited crayfish still in store

• Stores told us about additional wholesale suppliers we 

previously did not know about; at least 76 additional 

crayfish

• Many crayfish died in store

• Many stores had no way to track sales

• Identified 35 specific retail customers who purchased 

approximately 135 crayfish (rewards cards/memory)

• Supplier continued to deliver to stores!!!!





• Phase 2: LE staff interviewed about 33 retail 

customers who purchased prohibited crayfish

• Confirmed MOST of the sales records

• Seized some live crayfish

• Established what happened to the crayfish

• School aquariums

• School dissection

• Public display

• Pets

• Educated the customers about the conservation concerns 

related to red swamp crayfish



Photo from wpr.org



• Identification of native species vs. 

non-native species

• NO inspection authority for these 

retail stores

• No records/vague records

• Lack of cooperation from one store



Imagery from Google.com/maps





















Imagery from Google.com/maps



Great Lakes Fishery Commission 

– Law Enforcement Committee
•Coordinated educational outreach

•39 red swamp crayfish suppliers

• Lots of inquiries, especially to States of 

Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.
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