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To Conserve and 

improve Fish and 

Wildlife resources and 

their Habitats for 

sustainable use and 

appreciation by all



2018 Grass Carp Planned Action



It Pays to Know ICS Roles



Grass Carp Focus Area

6.2 Million Acres

Ground Zero

Lake Erie



• Locations were informed by 

telemetry and egg sampling

• Timing overlapped with suitable 

spawning conditions

• Increased capacity through Mutual 

Aid Agreement for AIS Response

2018 Ohio Targeted Response Action



• High effort and participation

• 63.7hrs  TN; 70.5hrs EF

• 71 people 

• 31 captured – 21 removed

• 28 Sandusky (1 recap)

• 3 Maumee

• Tandem electrofishing was most 

effective 

• Captured 29 of 31 fish

2018 Ohio Targeted Response



Prevent diploid Grass Carp from becoming further established in the Lake 

Erie basin and as the science develops, eradicate them from Lake Erie. 

Outcome 1: Prevent Further Introduction / Expansion 

• Objective 1.1 – Secure Aquaculture (Triploid) Supply Chain 

• Objective 1.2 – Insure Secure Bait Trade

• Objective 1.3 – Close Knowledge Gaps / Understand Life History 

Outcome 2: Implement Strategies to Manage Grass Carp Populations 

• Objective 2.1 – Removal & Prevention

• Objective 2.2 – Engage Commercial Netters

• Objective 2.3 – Evaluate Use of Innovative Control Technologies

5-Year Response Strategy



Enforcement and Outreach



AIS Risk Assessment 

Injurious List

Classification Process

• Listed injurious by USFWS 

• Categorized as high risk by the USFWS

• Determined high risk that by U.S. state or Canadian province

• Determined high risk by the Division of Wildlife

Risk Assessment Procedure

• High  - adverse impacts elsewhere and high climate match

• Low - not invasive elsewhere and low climate match

• Uncertain - information insufficient, need more data

Responsibility for Conducting Risk Assessment

• USFWS

• Division of Wildlife or a designated contractor

• Entity requesting to possess



Aquaculture and Live Trade
Dead Means Dead

1. Eviscerated (internal organs removed)

2. Head removed

3. Preserved in ethanol or formaldehyde



Operation “Laundering” 
Grass Carp Supply Chain 

TriploidDiploid

=++



Live Bait and Angling
Bait Shop Surveillance 



Live Bait and Angling
Quick ID Guide for Bait



Live Bait and Angling
Outreach



Ohio Field Guide to

Aquatic Invasive Species


