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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

Program 
Origins and 

History
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

• Phosphorus Management Strategies Task 
Force appointed by the IJC (1978)

– Investigated alternative strategies for managing 
phosphorus pollution 

– Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement included 
total phosphorus loads for each lake
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

“The greatest uncertainty of obtaining 
anticipated benefits is associated with the 

control of particulates from nonpoint 
agricultural sources”
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• Natural Resources 
Management Committee 
of GLC survey (1984)

– Baseline for soil erosion and 
sediment issues in the basin

– Assessed state and federal 
programs and funds to 
address issue
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

“Present programs are properly focused upon 
soil erosion and sedimentation problems in the 
Great Lakes basin states. However, enhanced 
funding levels and concerted efforts to target 
critical problem areas are needed if substantive 
gains are to be realized.”



7
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• Formation of Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Task 
Force (1986)

– Investigated funding 
allocations for soil 
erosion and 
sedimentation control

– Found existing federal, 
state and local programs 
did not adequately 
control soil loss
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

• Final Report of Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Task 
Force (1987)

– Advocated for several 
regional initiatives 
including “Great Lakes 
Basin Program” with 
associated federal line 
item for cooperative 
planning and 
management activities 
with education 
components 
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

“The Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Task Force finds that, 
while significant benefits have realized over the past 50 years 
to protect the land resource base from the effects of soil 
erosion through cost sharing and various incentive programs, 
the infusion of dollars alone is not enough to solve the massive 
problems of soil erosion and sedimentation. The Task Force 
finds the need for a more aggressive approach to erosion 
control to protect water quality and reduce the enormous 
public and private expenditure to mediate the off-site damages 
and sedimentation.”
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

• Report to USDA Soil 
Conservation Service 
(1988)

– Develop link between soil 
erosion and water quality 
for the region with 
special attention to 
quantification of off-site 
impacts of sedimentation
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– Proposed structure for Great Lakes Basin Program

Lead agency to 
coordinate program 

Great Lake states 
representatives

US Environmental 
Protection Agency

USDA Soil 
Conservation Service 
(precursor to NRCS)
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Program Elements: 

Program grants and 
technical assistance 

Financial assistance and 
demonstration grants

Demonstrations and 
special projects

Evaluation and 
monitoring

Education and 
information
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• Establishment of 
Great Lakes Basin 
Program (1991)
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact
Goals and Objectives 

To achieve special legislative recognition for the water quality problems 
associated with soil erosion, sedimentation, and the delivery of nutrients and 
toxic contaminants

To provide dedicated, reliable, long-term funding for erosion and sediment 
control 

To better coordinate efforts, roles and initiatives between federal, state, and 
local soil conservation and pollution control agencies

To recognize sediment as an important pollutant

To support the development and implementation of urban and rural nonpoint 
source management programs and sediment components 

To build coalitions and networks and to share information

To protect and enhance the region’s water quality for the benefit of all 
economic and environmental interests



15

GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact
• Great Lakes Basin Program 

– Activities including dissemination of project 
funding and educational activities:

Keeping it on the land…and out of the 
water! Soil Erosion and Sediment 

Control Opportunities for the Great 
Lakes Basin Conference (1998)

Outreach Needs of the Great Lakes 
Basin Program for Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control’s Constituents 

Survey (2008)

Keeping It on the Land! Brochures
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

Program Milestone Year

Establishment of Great Lakes Basin Program 1991

Funding changes from US EPA to USDA-NRCS 1994

Funding changes from Farm Bill to Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and celebrates 430 
projects 

2010

Program rebranding to Great Lakes Sediment 
and Nutrient Reduction Program or GLSNRP 

2015

35th Program Anniversary and celebrates 595 
projects 

2026
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GLSNRP: 35 Years of Impact

Since 2016, GLSNRP projects have 
protected the Great Lakes from:
• 200,000 pounds of phosphorus 
• 400,000 tons of sediment 
• Millions of gallons of stormwater 
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