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Researching the Effectiveness of Agricultural Programs in the Great Lakes Basin  

Advisory Council Members (Grouped by Priority Watershed of Interest) 

Genesee Watershed 

Ben Schmidt, Assistant State 

Conservationist 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service - New 

York State Office 

Victor DiGiacomo, Associate 

Environmental Analyst 

NYS Department of Agriculture and 

Markets | NYS Soil and Water 

Conservation Committee 

Molly Cassatt, District Manager 

Livingston County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Fox Watershed 
Gregory Baneck, Director 

& 

Sarah Francart, Watershed Planner/ GIS 

Specialist 

Outagamie County Land Conservation 

Department 

Chad Cook, Natural Resources Educator 

University of Wisconsin Extension 

Kendra Axness, Water Resources 

Management Specialist  

Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources 

Bill Hafs, Director of Environmental 

Programs 

& 

Jeff Smudde, Watershed Programs 

Manager 

NEW Water 

 

 

 

 
Mike Mushinski, County Conservationist 

Brown County Land & Conservation 

Department 

Tony Reali, County Conservationist 

Calumet County Land and Conservation 

District 

Mark Jenks, Nutrient Management 

Specialist  

& 

Sara Walling, Chief of the Nutrient 

Management and Water Quality Section 

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer Protection 

Jessica Shultz, Executive Director              

Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance 

Matt Otto, Resource Conservationist  

& 

Tom Krapf, Assistant State Conservationist 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service – 

Wisconsin State Office  

mailto:glc@glc.org


2805 South Industrial Hwy., Suite 100  

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-6791 

Office 734-971-9135 ▪ Fax 734-971-9150 ▪ glc@glc.org 

NTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Thomas R. Crane 

 

 

Saginaw Watershed 

Joe Kelpinski, Program Manager 

& 

James Johnson, Director of the 

Environmental Stewardship Division 

Michigan Department of Agriculture and 

Rural Development 

Brian Schorr, Soil Conservation and 

Watershed Technician 

Genesee Conservation District 

Julie Spencer, District Administrator 

Gratiot Conservation District 

Mary Fales, Program Director, Saginaw 

Bay  

& 

Ben Wickerham, Saginaw Bay 

Conservation Innovation Assistant 

The Nature Conservancy 

 

 

 

 

Maumee Watershed (OH) 

Greg Labarge, Associate Professor 

Ohio State University Extension 

Chad Carroll  

District Technician/Urban Coordinator 

Hancock County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

Logan Haake, Precision Ag Manager 

Legacy Farmers Cooperative 

Russell Gibson, Manager of the Surface 

Water Improvement Section 

& 

Rick Wilson, Environmental Specialist 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

Kevin King, Research Leader and 

Supervisory Research Soil Scientist  

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

Agricultural Research Service 

Matt Lane, Administrator of the 

Agricultural Pollution Abatement Program  

Ohio Department of Agriculture 

Aaron Heilers, Project Manager 

Blanchard Demo Farms 

 

Maumee Watershed (IN) 

Greg Lake, Administrator 

Allen County Soil and Water Conservation 

District 

Jennifer Thum, District Support Specialist 

& 

Jordan Seger, Director of the Division of 

Soil Conservation 

Indiana State Department of Agriculture 
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Multiple Priority 

Watersheds  

Elizabeth Lillard, Agriculture Program 

Specialist 

& 

Jessica Espenshade, Agricultural Program 

Coordinator 

National Wildlife Federation 

Edwin Martinez, Conservation Initiative 

Coordinator (GLRI) 

& 

Mari-Vaughn Johnson, Agronomist, CEAP 

Team 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service 

Steve Buan 

Hydrologist-in-Charge 

& 

Dustin Goering, Hydrologist   

U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Frey, Deputy Director Indiana-

Kentucky Water Science Center     

& 

Mike McHale, Supervisory Research 

Hydrologist   

& 

Dale Robertson, Research Hydrologist 

USGS Wisconsin Water Science Center 

U.S. Geological Survey  
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